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WOMEN IN ACTION, COUNCILS IN CHANGE: 
THE PRODUCTIVI'I'Y OF U70MEN'S SPEECH STYLES 

IN MADAGASCAR'S RANOMAFANA 
NATIONAL P A R K  

111 speech cotntnunities throughout Madayscar, men and women 
are understood to possess thcir own unique speech stylesz. Nowhcrc 
d o  the differences in thcsc styles make a more dramatic appcarancc 
than in oratorical discoui.se. o r  kcibnr:1. Two ol' rhc rnorc important 
roles women hold in Xuhrr,:l. performances irlvolve the reparation o f  
breakdown i n  men'c oratorical exchatlgcs and the confrontation of 
anti-social actions. Although unalyces exist of the e~neryence of thesc 
roles fro111 specific sociohistcirical contexts, the productivity of 
women's discourse styles - that is, how uomcn'c speech practice it1 

turn shapes the inctitutions from which it emerges and provides 
grounds for  the dekelopinenl of n o d  gender identities - remains 
relatively unexplored. In an attetnpt to fill this ~ a p ,  the present article 
centers upon ihc kub(~t?. purformanues consrllut~ng a particular village 
council ( foko t~o lo t l r~ )  meetit~g in the svurheaht of thc island. 'I'he 
specch practice of one woman i\ Ibregroundcd a? mediating a set of 
complex struggles ove r  land and labor now occurring at the border of 
one of Madagascar's 1;~lpest national parks. 

I WOLIIC~ iike LO tlllillk 111e tblIn\\-itlg ~ lcop le  {;>I- tht i l -  a>sislul~c.r ill tilt cmrrir~g of 
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Ambodiaviavp and the Ranomafana National Park 

l'hc town of Ranomafana is located some 140 ki1ometel.s ivest of 
the coastal city of Mananjar-y in MaJaga.ccar's southcastt.rn province 
o f  Fi;inarantsoa. F ~ I -  eighteen m o n t h s ,  1 lived and worked i n  
Ambudiaviavy. a I-csiclenlial community ( r r , ~ i c i n r r ' l  nestlcd i n  the 
Ranornul'ann-Ifanadiiina I-cgiun iAainfi)rest. h l o ~ t  of the two hundl-cd 
and forty residents o f  Amhodiaviavy I-cfcr to themselves as Tanula. 01. 

'People of thc Foi-es~:' At a more pr-actici~l level, uommuni ty members 
\vork with at least lour patrilineal clan ( X - i r t n c r ~ r ~ c r )  identificaticl~~h. 
Among the four  lincs, i l  is the Samhinol-o who ;lrc recognized ;IS rhc 
'rnas~ers of the  Iand' (to~irpot~-io/l!.) in Ambodiaviavyj In recent years. 
howcver,  he Sambinoi.o's cl;linl ro be the true mastcts o i  h e i r  estate 
has sufl'ered a s e r i o u s  challenge. 011 May 27, 199 1 the Dernocruric 

1 I a r n  iltdet~terl l o  I ' t i ~ l ~ p  TIion>;l< f ~ l ~  s u ~ g c > t i ~ l g  t l ~ c  (el-ln .rt '~~dctit i ; i I  cor r~~ i~ur j i t ! '  

ah a translation ot' the Malagas) u t ~ t - d  ~ t r r r i r r r t r .  Thutnas correctly points nut that 1l1e 
Ilr,tlr,ll o f  ~ a r i d r l r ~  ca111lor he PI-operly itndcr<tor>d ~ i r h o u t  ntrerttic>ri to tllc rn;ttc~.inf l i fe  

in  and t l i r o ~ ~ g t ~  wt1ic11 ~ h r  colnrnunity experic~iccs itr own existence. Tlu-ouglio~rt t l ~ c  
PI-rsen~ article. I avoid thr: lerrrl '> i l l ;~ge' .  As Stacy P ~ g g  points 13111. vvitliili 111a11y 

tlationnl and i~ i t e rna~ i c l~ ia [  dcve lop r t~e r~~  discnurses lhc vatcgnr! of ! ilfage lends t o  

dissolve regional ditfcrcncc and clear 3 space fur an "ers;u7 st>c.ir>cultural hn r~xv led~e"  
( 1992 : 50.3). ' l ' t~ is !+nt!~,lt.dyc l i l ~ k s  n gclict'ic vi l lage i r t t~;~bi~t .d by pcncric villagel-s 

all tunctionit lg w i th  a generic ct~nsciouslress to "national polit ical i l ~ s t i t ~ ~ t i o n s .  
in~el-natirmnl dcvclopmerlt. and I-tpresrnt:ttions o f  tlic third worlt l  i r ~  llle West" ( i b ~ t l  : 
51 I ) .  1 rniploy thc term uscd by the 'l'nnnla people a~no i ig  whom 1 l i v rd  and worked: 

~ ( c r k t r ~ r r .  
2 Thc tcrtn foko has been varioucly intcrprcted by Eu~-ope; l~~ ohscrvers oT 

Madayascar nc tribe. peoples. r;tues, and. most ~recently. c thn i c i~y .  .4 majority of t l i c  
people o f  Amhodiavi i~vy drfirte therrisrlves :IS belonging to thc Tnnnla (or. Pcople rjt- 

 he Fores~)  , f i )kn ,  although Atr~bodiavinvy residents 21-e ~rclntivcly recerll immigrants 

fro111 n reginn l yp i c i~ l l y  as<ociatcd wit11 the Bztsilzo pet~plcs. Fc l l l nw i t i ~  tfiz label ing 

and i dc r~ t i f i ca l i o i~  p r a ~ t i c ~ s  o f  Rarinlnafnt~n rcgiorl residents. 1 wt l l  rcfcr to those 
~ x n p l c s  l iv ing on the soulhrastern hot-iicl-s nf t l ~ c  Knt~umaf;~ri;t Nuticlnrtl Patk ( t l ~ t :  1'nl.k 

enclocc'; much of  rainfol-es~ arol~nd Amhodia\-iav!.l Tatiala. specifying any nthct' 
,fhko idcntificarions w h r r ~  r~zcessal-y. In using thc t r r n ~  T n ~ ~ a l n  i r l  1hi.s may. 1 ain 
h u i l d ~ n g  oti rccerlt disoussic>ns ol identity In M;id:iyasunr 11131 t~npI ia<ize t l ~ c  

prrfol-tnativc and geo-derer~rj inis~ nature (>I' SLICII IL~I-~C-SC~~C idt l l~ t i I ' i c ; l~ ion  3s Ti l~~i l l :~ 
( w e  Astitti. 1995. H n r ~ s n ~ ~  fo~~~l~ct i rn ing).) .  The tcl-ni Trtnala. as I u'ns con[ i l~ual ly to ld 

by I<anr,rnafana ~ c s i r i ~ ~ ~ t s .  refer5 10 3. mtjdr of- lifr in  the forest. ' I ' l~is ~ d r n t ~ t y  i ,  
oppowd 10 i d e n t ~ t ~ c a t i o ~ ~  hnscd 1111 r le~cen l .  'I'lle (el-m I ~ r r ~ i ~ : r ~ r r r r  ( k i  r ~ d )  i-. usrd 101- th is  

I;~ttcr. FOI. ~liscussions rlt ' ~ d r n t i t y '  ill Iclndnpnscar see Astuli ( 10'1.5). i )nrner j iuhir~i  

(1989). Fr'elcy-H;~l'nih IIYX4). I - r~ rn ld .  W i~ l s l i  (1947) and Lu1nht.I. (1'196). 

FOI- fii<toricnl ;icctlLln[s 0 1  rnlgratir,n< into tlic Ka~~or i l ;~ lana r tg int l  scc 
Arld~-iamia~-isr,a ( l'4Xh1. L)u I'ict] ( 1003 I .  l i ~ u d e h o ~ ~ t  k Mrllct ( 1957). Solr)nd~.a~l>c 

t IOXOj. 



Repuhl ic of Madayscar issued decree #9 1-250, official1 y establishing 
tht. Ranomafana National Park (RNP)!  Today. Atnbodiaviavy is 
locaicd just a sl~oi-t distance from the Park's southeastern border-. 
Kanornafana Park plarirlcrs justify thcir- cnclosurc of upproximately 
I75 square miles o f  land by arguing that the rich storc of genetic 
diversity at home i n  the Ra~lotnafanu t e ~ i o n  is thl-ratencd with 
dcst~uction by the activi~y of area L~rtners. An1bodiavi;lvy residents. on 
the other hand, clairn that the 40 square inilcs of Sarnbinoi-o ancestral 
land ( r c ~ r r i ~ r - ~ l ~ - ~ ~ : c z ~ ~ u )  now "lost" ( I , P I : \ )  to thc Park formed an 
importat~t p;u.t of their ability to repsoduct: themselves as Satnbinoro 
Tanala. 

011 Mu? 3 1. 109 1. Malagasy communities fi-om the Ranomafilna 
region. rt.prext.n~a~ivex of the Mnlaqusy government. planners from the 
Cyni~ed Stutcs Agc~~cy  (or lntcrna~~onal Dciclopmcn~ (USAID)2 and 
rcsearclic~-s assuciaicd wit11 a scorc oT Amcl-ican universities gathered 
i n  K a n o r n a f a n a  to inuuguratc tIlc Kanornafana National Park Prtuect 
(KNPP;  iiutc thc diffcixnce fr-orn RNP) (KNPP Kewslcttcr. 1992. 
Wright, 1992 : 3 1-32). The 'PHI-k PI-qjcct' is an iuteg,r:~ted 
conservation/d~'vclopmcnt program (ICDP) whose pritrlrrry goal is the 
conservatiot~ of the Park's tlatu~il resources. ICDPs are gencrally 
intervel~tiotlist in their approach to conservation - the conservation 
process thus involving the 'development' of those resident h u m a n  
populations who, in attempting lo rcproduce their communities. 
threatcn thc continued cxistcncc of thc cnclosed ecosystem?. The 
developmentalist discourse of the RNPP strategically dcfincs the 
Tanalzl practice o f  rnis!.1 as "slash-and-burn farming". adding that it  is 
at O I ~ C C  3 " ~ ~ ~ n - ~ t ~ ~ t i ~ i l l ; l b l e l '  mems of meeiing "basic needs" a t~d  the 
primary threat to the rcpiun's resources (Grenfcll, 1994 : ii & 20). 
'Development' it~tet.ventions ;iround the Park are then, for the most 
part, geared toward 1i;iIting the spread of tuiqy by helping Tanala 
residents better exploit "the value" (read commodity value) of the 

I For nddiiiunul inlbrrn;~~ior) on the Iiano~r)nt';lna N;~tional ]'ark (RNP) and i t s  

mnnngcl.iaI pruyruIr1. 111e KarlolnaCai~a Nntiotinl t'nrk I h i z c ~  (I<NI'I') srz F z m - 0  clt 
Riikntnr~drajnol~il (1984). C;~.e~~fe l l  I 1991). Hnr~surl (1997). Kiptulirlgrl- (1003). KNPP 
(1992). and M'riplil [ 1'190. 19921. 
I)III,~II~ i15 i'irst pl~;~se or rlprrnrior~. 111z IINI'I' recei\ed funding f~-om Ililrnrrous 

institutiot~s includil); Llukr Urli it.~.si~y. Jot111 D. .4rlrl Cn~herirw T. M;lcA~-thu~- 
Fo~~ndation. Mnti i t )  thc Bin<~l~cl .c  Prryrarll. l?S, l \ lD (thc I;rrycsi contj,ibu~ur). and the 
Wor-Ill Wildlite Fund 

3 1C'L)l's arc disc,i~swd ruid dcfillrd ill [lie I;>llowiiiy wol-L.; , flayan ( 1994). Scl~mid 
(Ig'43). Wells R: Brr111do11 (1093) .  West k Brecl~il) (IOlJI), 

For discl~ssions of  / u l : ~ .  in E n s t r r ~ ~  Jladngascar sec Hlouh ( 1901). Fanony ( 1075). 
Jaror7 t 109.7 1. 1.c Ruur-dlcc ( 19771. R:~hc:tr 1111;111.111.1 I IqlYS). 



forests to meet those l l ~ ~ d s  ilcwly crncrgcnt as a result of the loss nf 
their estate. 

Ranomafana-lfanadiana i~ an embattled place. ?'he struggle over 
land and labvr now ch:u-acterizin~ much of the region appcars as a 
complex interplay bctwcen two broad issues : how the forests ix7i l l  he 
defined and thcl-cforc conscrvcd. and how lhc interpretation of the  
needs o f  resident Malagasy. the Malagasy state, Park planners. and 
tourists will guide develop me^^^. AII analysis o f  n series of events that 
occurrcd i n  Arnbociiaviuvy i n  1994 will Locus attention o n  how thew 
struggles are iir~foldir~g on thc ground. Particularly clear in the case 
s tudy  which follows a r c  thc links herwccn tI~c aclual discursive 
practices of actors i1-1 a cpecific t i  tne and place and thc hancIiwmork oI' 
y Iohul forces o f  capital accumulatiot~. 

Cyclone <;eraIda 

Arnbodia1,iavy is 1l1c nanic oC both a specilk r i ~ r r i r t r c /  and an 
administrative unit  of thc Malagasy sratc known as tlw 4fi)kor~rot~,v. The 
,foko~rruny of Arnbodiaviavy cncornpasscs thc three rnr~cirlcr o r  
Arnbodiaviavy, Matavirano, and Ankevohevo and is situ;~ted entirely 
011 Sii11ihitlol.o land. Approximately 400 i~eople rcsidc within the 
borders o f  [he fi)knntcrtr!:. The fi~kotrolo~ru, or village council - 

composed of all the people residing in the three r r n r l i i ~ r c r l  - shares one 
school building and a village council house (tr-cltronr-llokot~nlorr~r). 
Tt-ie village council pl-csident lives temporarily in the town of 
Rnnomafat~a (five kilometers distance from Atnbudiaviavy). while [he 
council's vice-pl*esident stays in Allibodiaviavy. 

On February 2, 1994. cyclonc Gcralda swept t h r o u ~ h  the 
Rat-iomafana region. The thrcc days of strong winds and heavy rains 

1 Thro~~gl~out this article. I dzririe the thlortmlur~ri as a ctlullcil colnposed (IT 
community rncmhcts 1.csiditlg w i ~ h i r ~  ~ h c  /blo~rrrrll!,. Alt l~nu;l~ I l l is ilsage is 

admittedly si lnplist~c. i t  docs accol-d with tlic tact that r incc thc 1972 r t . imolu~iun arid 
rlie rfIr,~-th of R i c l i ~ r d  Rat<~~nnndi-;iv;i. I,c>tli thc . J i > l r ~ ~ ~ o l u r ~ r r  :~nd tlie , fokor r t r~r r~  

represen1 allzrnpts 11, return tht. conrl-ol ol ‘development' to thc local (or 'popular') 
Itbe1 w l ~ i l e  ~ r t ~ a i n i l ~ g  crn11-:1l di i-zv~ion. 7Hiu~. under lhe 1'176 0a1- te l -  of Dcccntl.alizcd 
C'ollt.c~ivilies. ovei- I I .OOO f n X o r r i t ~ t ~ ~ ~  wer-t. cl-rated. tlie council of cach b z i t ~ g  l uc :~ l l y  

zlrctzd. An adtn~rus t ra l~ i  t. I~ I~~ I -H I -c I~~ .  ~ l l o v i l l y  itpward trr~m t l~c Jidolil~rrr!- and 
i r ~ c l u d i ~ ~ g  d i s i ~ - i c t ~ .  ~-cy ion\ .  m d  p r o \ i l i r r \  ~ I I S L I I - ~ ~  supctvi<ion fro111 a b o ~ ~  
( i ~ l r i r ~ ~ ; ~ ~ t . l y  f'l-on~ tlie Min~sr l -9 (11 t h t  III~~~IOI-). The f> iXo~ lo lo~~ r t  is. r h t l e f r ~ ~ . ~ .  

U C I T I Z ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ~ ~  ~ r w ~ l i ; ~ l i l ~ p  JOU;II V~I-MI:, cenli.;~I ;~dli l in~str; l l i \  2 ~01111-01. Maitl-ICC I j l i>c I i  
r lc f i l~ck l l lc I bLo~~n lon t r  c.olu~~l l r~r i /? in  rhr. followin:! tel.lils: ".l't~t. /oXor~'oIorirr 1.s ncll a 

l i in<hil> g1-011p Iwt i j  ltlciit ~1,01111 ~UIIHCI by X i r j \ l r r /~ - l jAr  r i y l ~ ~ b  ;IIIL[ t111liy;~tions" 
( l c i 7 l  : 44 : ctnl>hahis 111 nrigi11:11). [)t i  rlic joLo11oIo11i1 scc i j I 5 0  A l l t ~ l  ( lL195).  
C 'n l l don~ i~~as  I 19hO). Julittl ( IYOX). K ; ~ ~ ~ d ~ - i ; ~ n a l i ~ r ~ r > r t ~  ( 1951 1 b. Scrrc-Rarsi tt~unclisn 
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afsociated with the cyclone wrcaked a good deal of destruction 
throughout the area. In  thc ,foku~r~rrtty o f  Amhodiaviavy. houses were 
d a m u ~ e d .  we[-rice ticlds were flooded, and the fokonoloirc~ school 
building w,as dcstroycd. SIlot.tly after tile cyclone. il cyclunc damagc 
assessment team composed of RNPP cr~lployees arrived ~n 
Amhodiaviavy and spoke to the vice-presidunt of the Johoi~olor~cr. 
After beii~g informed of all the damages to the f;okotrrcrr~~. (he 
assess~ncnt tcarn asked 11; hat the till-ee roi~irrli~ most "nccclcd" ( t r l i l ( r )  i n  
thc way of cyclone relie:'. The fbko~lolar~r~ vicc-president rcspondod 
with a list of materials 1-equircd to repair the scl~ool building. On 
October 24. 1994. aImosl ninc rnonth~ later. the RNPP responded ro 
each of the vice-president's need requests. furnishin2 the Joko~~olor~ir  
with ti\-enty-vne rnctul roofing qheets. three sacks of cement. two kilos 
of nails. four cloor hinges. and eiyht doors nnd umindoiv lucks. 

The RNPP cyclvr~c assistance effixt was a rare mo~nenl 111 thc 
history oi  R N P P  intcgl-ated consel-va(ion/delelopmcnt plrlnni tig. A 
vel-y spccific scr of clairns reyi~rding neccl was prescntcd to RNPP 
represcntativcs by the Ambodinviavy fokar lo lo~~r ,  and the 
intcrprcration of the needs by the Park Prqjcct (bc~ide  the nine month 
delay i n  their satisfac~ion) followcd the claims to the letter. The 
present analysis is col-lcerned wi~h rhc event? which unfolded once the 
needed materials airived in thc trrrturlu. Accordin2 to most fokorrtjlot~~~ 
members. shorrly after the appearance of the supplies. Koto, thc no11- 
Sambinoro vice-president of the Ji~ko~lnin~lu ,  and Samucl, a school 
teacher tied to the Sambinoro line through marriage and a5signed b y  
the Malazasy state to the ,fiX-orltr,~ly. h e ~ a n  selling the new metal 
rooting sheets and concealing the whereabouts of the muney. The two 
officials werc also accused of initiating rcpairs on the school building 
without notifying either the .foko~~ulorllr or fijkrj~rrlrrl?t work groupsl. . . I he latter accusation was quite serious in that such at1 actiotl would he 
i n  direct violation of unwritten ,fokorrolorlu law (did!,) .  On November 
28, 1994, Joko~rolorlci mcmbcrs called a meetin2 to confront the two 

1 Four cor>pt . r~ l i \e  nor!, ~ I . U U P S  appcill- ;lt d ~ t f i r z n r  rirrles of' the yeul- in the 
f(~X-o~itrrr~? O C  A~~~br>~ l inv iav \ : .  Thc j ik(~lribo)~rrrirr ,fic~rrrrXrr~.irr~lrr (L i r l s l~ ip  cooperative) 

Ccl~.tr~s ag~. icu f t~ t~~a l  partics. illvc\tlnc.nt and dzveloprr~erll !earrls. ;ind 11odal poitlts for 
the disserni~lnlion of i ~ i f o t .~nn t~on  firom the yo\  zr-n111ent. 'I'he >?col)d and most 

c o ~ n ~ l l o n I y  nppenri 11g cclrlllcrativc is thc , f i l ~ r ~ ~ ~ h r t r i o r ~ i  - ~ ~ r r / , r ~ r ~ r ~ / r ~ ~ ~ r r  (b i l hgz  courlci 1 
u t~ r ) l >e~ -a~ i \ e )  which l ia~idlcs pl-rqrcth llie I ill;yt. cnur~c i l  h;ls had some part i o 
p1anl)irig and chic11 it ivl) lvc< cab11 pa! tr1t.111. -1'Ile f r L r r r i r t r r ~ r r ~ ~ r r ~ - ~ ~ o X ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( ~ ~ ~ ~  ( local  

ad~ninistrativc utlit coopcrativc) 111vr11~es IIW \ a [ w  rnCrt~lv1'-, a <  thc \ill:ifr c . r > ~ ~ t ~ c i l  
gri)up l?ut L V O I - ~ K  \ v i l l i  IIO c:ls11 ~:I~III~TI( ~ I T I ~  i< 131-inja1-1ly r t < [ ~ r > ~ i i i l ? I c  t01- c a r ~ - y i ~ i y  ottt 

di~-zc.ti\c.s i\sued hy t l l r  h4;ila;ah! stntc ~ c h :  t l ~ c  c.~-c.atir)r~  rid mi~ in t r~ i ru icc  of- p : ~ t l ~ c a ) h  

bel\<ec~i t(rr1t111t1. ~-el 'o~,es~; i t ic~~i  cttt)~-t<. etc.,. FI ly. 1 1 1 ~  ~ ~ L ~ ~ I I I ~ > o I I ~ ~ ~ I I - ~ ~ ~ ~ / ~ ~ I ~ ( I I ~ Y  
(n'olllt'rl 's c r ~ ~ l l c r ' a ~ i \ e )  i s  ;I strictly irrnhlrrr-level r ) ~ - g a ~ ~ i ~ ~ t i o r l  ; i ~ ~ d  u;~:, t.stabli<l~ed 
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officials with their deeds. 

The Fnkorlolorla Defitled 

An important I'eature of thc 1994 events in Ambodiaviavy is the  
fact that rhe R N P P  cyclone assistance tcaili wol-kcd with the 
Anibodiaviavy ,fiikorlolm?rn rather than dealing with one or all o f  thc 
chicl's (~tll)ur<jakm) of thc  b u r  descent groups rcsidin~ in the area. 
Work with the ,fr,X.ot~nlr)t~a hds. i n  facr, character-izcd most of the 
RNPP's intervention:, in Ambodiavinvy. Thus. beforu r n a v i n ~  ta an 
analysis of the ;~ctual meetitlg. i t  is necessary 10 briefly define thc 
fijk(j1~01oilr1. sketch its historical development. and dcsci-ihz irs 
character in the Rat-iomafana region. 

An insightful study of the Mitlagasy f ikotlolo/~o is that o f  
Maurice Rloch ( 197 1 ). Although RIoch examines the JoXro~~olo~rn as it 
appears in highland Merina socicty, those of his obscl-vations 
discuhsed bclotv are dircc~ly applicable to the populations of 
Kanomafiilna. Bloch firsr defines thc , ~ O ~ O I I ( I / O I I ( I  as a tci-1-i~orial 
division of a descent group. Throughour Madagascar. the territory o f  
a descent group is inextricably bound to the identity of the group's 
mernbcrs due to ttlc fact that thc group's dead ascendants are buried i n  
(he land. Therefore. rilost individuals who Iivc on the dcscent group's 
ancestral lattd and who draw sustenance from thii land (regardless of 
whether they ai-e descended from the group's ancestors or not) are, i n  
onc way or another, tied into the JoAc~ilolo?~n through un ideology o f  
kinship. 

Bloch gues on to argue that the Jokonoior~cr rests uneasily upon 
two tensions. The first of these tensions arises from the fact that the 
entirc institution is informed by the principles of Malasasy kinship 
which are thernsclves highly contradictory. Merina kinship, Bloc11 
writes elsewhere, is characterized "by its mixture of two principles 
which arc both quitc elaborately developed in spite of being totaIly 
contradictory : hierarchy and cquality . Every affirmation of one is 
countered by an affirmation of the other in  the very same area" 
( 1  989 : 144). Throughout Malagasy society, it is the ancestors 
{r-o:crrln) who hold authority in relation to the living. Therefore. all 
living Inemhers of it descent group sharc a sense of equality due to the 
fact that they arc living (olv?r~bcio~ru) and are offspring of thc group's 
ancestors. Somc individuals. ho\vever, are closer to being ancestors 
tharl others. Thc former catcgoi-y is coinposed of c1cIet.s attd elders 
with outstanding skills (rrrir/~llrrtrclre~). 'I'tlis temporal principle o F 
hierarchy informs iuuuh of Malagasy social life. from parent-child 
and elder-younger sibling relations to cercrnunial arlrl inf+ormal 
greetings. Bloch believes t l ~ a ~  at the r-clatively small scale IevcI of the 
Jokotlrcrrry. thc contradictory principles vi' hierarchy and ciluality 
informing the ,foA.o~rolorrr~ ;)I-c eaqily balanced by "keeping the 



contexts where the two notiotl~ occur strictly segregated" (1989 : 140). 
This is an important argument to which I will rerurn shortly. Here, 
however. i t  is important to point o u t  that historical dcvelopnicnts have 
expanded thc territorial basis of the ,foko~lc>lo~ra, thereby rendering the 
balance of its operating principles precarious. 

By the end of (he eighteenth century. the jbko~rolnna had bccomc 
one of the central points of ;u-ticulatiou between a growin: Malagacy 
stale and thc rural populace. King Andrianarnpoinimel-ina, who had 
becil slowly expandi~lg his kingdom across the high pli~teai~ ol' 
Madagascar. conquered the city of Antan;unurivo (the presenl capital 
of Madayascar) in 1796, unifying the province of Imcrina. 'rhc 
continuins success of Andrian1umpoinirne1~ina's reign rcstcd, to a large 
extent, upon his abiliry to hrin? rural curnmunitics within the ambit of  
his administratiot~. The king uccomplishcd this task by displauin~ the 
grou11ds of Iooal ,fuXo~tolo~~cl authoriiy : Andrianarnpoinimerina 
substituleti the tcrritoty of the Malagasy state for the territory of  Iocal 
ji>ko~loloilrr. thereby pl;~uiny hinisclf as the living leader of a large 
imagincd , f ~ l k u l .  

Hccause chanses in the structure and functioning of the 
Jnkmr~mlorrcr remained relatively limited, the "uonstilutional change" 
f Bloc11 197 1 : 35 )  that A~ldrianampoinimerina effected i n  thc routs of 
its authority faced little serious chal1enge. Howevcr, with successive 
Malagasy rulers. French colonization. and Malagasy independence. the 
tasks and extraction (forced labor, public works. vaxes, fines, etu.) 
forced upon the Joko~~olunu incrcased while goods and services 
issuing from the stale dried-up. The grounds for the second 
contradictory tension characterizing today's ,fukolrolollm now emerged. 
Maureen Covcll summarizes this tension when she argues that by the 
end of the nineteenth century. Madagawar's Jhkorrolona "were both 
the n-teans thl.oug11 which central govertltne~~ts ;ittempted lo control the 
hehaviol- c)f the population, and a means by whicli the populatjon 
attempted to wilhdraw from contact with ceu~ral authority and assert its 
own  version of Malagasy rule, or local autonomy" (Covel t. 1987 : 1 5 -  
16). 

CovelI's argument here rcscrnblcs Rloch's ideas co~~cerning the 
matiagement of contl.adictions bctween hierarchy and equality in 
Malagasy kinship. In her: both authors propose that within the 
fokorzo/orlrr, the tensions bctwccn local and state authority are workcd- 
out via the segregation o f  contcxts i n  ivhich the contrudicrory forces 
appear. Thus. Covell urgucs rhat the institution of  the fi>kotlolorln is 
used to "withdraw" t'rorn "contact" with government authority, ivhile 
Bloch stresses rhc fact that Jijkotrolvr~ rnectingx ii1-c clilt'crcntiated into 

I 1 :)In hurc using thc Xltl-~na rnr>l~ar-r.h)'s cn~,ly ~~ndcrsr:~rlding ~ l f  the trlnl fiiL-o ;15 "a 
small =I-ollp whose unil'yil~g Irilder~u! i s  ~.cil>forc.c.d hr, h e  gz~~e ;~ l r~g ic . ;~ l  pruxi~rlitg oC 
I I I C  ~ I I I C C S ~ O I - ~  of- 1110s~ petq>lt v. Ihi L . C I I I I ~ O L L ~  1 1 ' '  i lh![r~c[i 1rl1111i l980:20). 



those designed to deal wit11 the business of the state and those that 
handle local matters (Bloch. 1971 : 45-47). 

M y  observations of the ,fokonoic;rlrl in Arnbocliaviavy are 
somewhat diffcrcnt than those of Bloch and Covell. Most irnportantly. 
1 did not encounter a differelwe i n  types of Jbko/roiot~u meetitlgi. I n  
every meeting, Ambodiaviavy residen~s appeared to be using the 
, foku~lolo~la to reach gorlls rhi9~. Izrid rhenrsrlvrs dyfirlrd. I n  the case of 
Ambodiaviavy. then, a dialectical approach that considers rhc 
interrelatiotl5 between local and extra-lucal forces impacting the 
/ i ? k o ~ ~ i ~ r / r ~  is most appropriate. 

Bluch col-rectly. in my vicw. argues that ,foA-urlolo~~c~ councils, 
]-ather than being assemblies whcrc thc conccrns of indiviciual 
community mcmbcrs arc rcprescntcd, arc action-centric bodics. 
fortncd i n  rcsponsc to specific tasks : " i t  is ... in terms of the business i n  
hand that we must considcr various types of Jokoriolor~t~ councils" 
( 197 1 : 47). Throughout Madagascar. this "t~usiness at hand" (however 
local) has always been informed hy forces emanatin2 from l~eyond 
the cotlfines of the JnXotlrrrr;!. I n  Atnbodiaviavy. us we shall see. the 
RNPP's work with the f o k n ~ r o l o ~ ~ u  is transforming the institution into 
precisely the type o f  representational assembly Bloch argues it is not. 
In  part. the present analysis seeks to dcscribe this rather ironic 
dialectic. 

Before turning to the oratorical discourse constituting the 
Ambodiaviavy meetins of 1994, the relations of dntnination and 
subordination at work in the fbko~!tarl)' must first he described. U ~ ~ t i l  
recently. the Ambodiaviavy ,fukonulu~ru largely existed as a tool in the 
reproduction of Sambinoro hegemony. The Sambinoro are t o i l z p o ~ l -  

turfy (m;isters of the land) in Amhodiaviavy because it wzv, the line's 
ancestors who first "tamed" (fblnka) the region with pathways, 
agricultural fields, and dwellings for both the living and the dead. The 
living members of the line now reproduce a traditional authority 
structure whose roots lie dcep within this ancestral land. In  the rllrldrlll 

of Ambodiaviavy, the Sambinoro work the richest wet-rice and t a ~ , ~  
fields? and own the greatest number of cattle and coffee trees (one of 
the few cash crops in the Jokor~m~rr,). The finest of the rich fields. 
however, belong to those married couples tied to the lineage through 
male descent (tern-rlnhq). Working from a position of considerably 
less power than the Sambinoro tern-dahx are those Pimilies tied to the  

I Such di f fc re~~ccs a1.2. IIO~VCLCI.. I.~I)OI.~TCI by H<ijt!jard t 1983 : 341-341 & 400)  COI- 
the 16ungo Tanalrt residing soutli of tlic R n n o n i a f ~ ~ i a  rcgic>r~. Rc:jujard nntc\ that i n  
[ t~ez t i r~gs uC llir , f n l o r ~ o l o  holt~ "tr;~dilir,nal L~th(rr.o" ((?I-, kohrrr.!,) and " k r r b n ~ . ~  
/ irr!jirXrtrrli" (Fowrn~nen l  X r ~ h r r ~ ? - )  occu~-.  

2. Scc Lc Buurdiec ( 1974 : 283) for arl i l t~pr l r~nr j t  h is~or ical  discussion O K  the 
d c v c l o ~ ~ ~ i i c ~ ~ t  o f  ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I  t ( r i m ~ -  AIKI \ ~ r t  ~ . i ~ . t .  I~I.III~II? in  I I ~ L ~  L>.I\I M;ILI;I~:ISC~I~, 



Sarnbinoro line via women (r~,-~.r-hcri*~) and by fictive kinship (t~rirciy 
(itlakc!). In the latter case, biologically unrelated Mai+ovavy families are 
interpreted to be kin and given \alley land between the tulrhrla o f  
Ambodiaviavy and Mataviruno. The Maromainty are an ex-slave clan 
( h u ~ ~ c r ~ c ~ a )  in the region. and those Maromainty who live i l l  thc 
f i~km~rr i~n~ of Ambodiaviavy are next otl the status hierarchy. Finally, 
at the bottom oE the social ordcr in Amhodiavia~y are single women, 
dicabled rnetl (blind. Icpt.1-s. etc.). and children (who have n o  say at all 
In  decision-mak~np processes). Bq directing nlost of the prnjccts 
c;~rr~ed out by the jijX-r>~zolorlcl work group. the Sa~nbinoro have used 
the institution to forward their clominance. 'I'hus. for example. the 
Sambinrlro rer-tr-diilr,i. wet rrce t'iclds are typically the first that the 
fukontot~y work group breaks up i~lto large clumps (l~zotrzr,dikc! 
berlgcr). break5 down once again (~~larlcrpokn to~~inr-ha/?).  and 
tramples with thc help uf oxen (nlihosv to~rinr-bc~t:l.). 

The Work of Oratory in the Arnbodiaviavy VilIage Council 
Meeting 

The Anibudiaviavy ,fikc~rzulurlu ~neetirlg of November 27, 1994 
was. like t-t~ost other Malagasy village council meetings. an oratorical 
event, or kuhrlq. M y  analysis of the vi l la~e council meeting will 
procced via an examination of the relations between the fortnal and 
functional features of the knbn,:~ discourse. At the relatively broad 
analytic level of what Bloch calls the "procedure" of the ,fokor~olotro 
council (Bloch, 1971 : 49-52), the meeting unfolded through the 
constant repetition of a basic two part structure : a highly formalized 
speech by an elder was followed by a more informal public debate. I n  
kahury performances morc generally, the more respected a particular 
elder is for his everyday activity within the community and the more 
competence hr: exhibits i n  speech making, thc more his words are 
considered authoritative. Within his or her turn at talk, a skilled speech 
maker ol'ten employs discourse formali~ation and a stock of ancestral 
words (firc~~lirlerl-dr-[rzonlr) to summarize the relevar~t points of the 
meeting's preceding discussion and advance an opinion. In  debating a 
particular clder's po~ition, the younger members of the assembled 
groi~p speak with much less verbal artistry. employing littlc discourse 
formalization and few ancestral texts. The alternation between 
authoritative speech and dcbatc can continue for hours. and often 
does. After threc hours. the Ambodiaviavy ,fukorlolonu rcached a 
dccision regarding the h te  of Koto and Samuel : the two rncn were 
ordercd to return the money fol- thc missing roofing sheets to the 
#i)kottolo11~1 treiiSU1.y and were subjcctccl to ilurncrous lectures 
concerning the importance of con~i l~u~la l  scllidal-ity. 

The discoursc of rhe Ambodiuviavy ,fiko~lmlo~rrt meeting ns u 
~ * h o l r  can be charactcrirctl ; ~ t  two 1cvr.l~ : at the formal levcl. thc 



nleeting moved fro111 dialogue lu monologue. while at the level of  
content. speakers first focused on individualism in decision making (a 
negatively valued behavior) and then turned to the communal 
direction of' actions (positively v;ilued). The overall rhetorical goal of 
the meeting's orators W;LS to emphas i~e  the importance of comrnus~al 
solidarity in decision tnaking. Drawing upon At.ju11 App~tdurai's 
( 1 990) discussion ot' tcchnolugical ch:unge within a rural IncIian 
community. I bclicvc that the primary value of the Ambodiaviavy 
Jokorrolol~o is thar of "sociality". in [hat "much of khat is seen as 
valuable by members of the community, and much of what appears to 
underlie the central traditional forms of social life. w e  linkayes 
bctwccn persons iund groups. takcn for granted. not only as a means 
but aIso as ends" (ibid : 188). The discourse and the projects of the 
,f(jLm~lrjlo~rci embody. cxplorc. and reproduce such "ccnrripetal" ( ihir i  : 
2 t 2) pulls of communily solidarity as oppc~sed lo lhc "ct.ntrifugal" 
nat111.e of individualistic actiot-i. 

Since rhe establishment d [he R Y P  :I 1991, such ccntrif~lgal 
attractions have increased dramatically. ?'hc An-lbndiaviavy 
Ji7ko11olorlr1 is curruntlq divided along ugc, family. gender. and lineage 
lines ovcr such issues as land titling programs engineered by the 
Malagasy state and the World Bank, the expanding need for cash 
associated with the attempts by the RNPP to intensify wet rice 
production in the region, the unevetl development of expertise in such 
tnarketable areas as forestry, touristn services. and hancIicmfts, and. as 
we shall scc, the distribution o f  goods coming from the RNPP. 1 will 
return to these attractions shortly. 

When we turn to an analysis of i~rdi~~idirul tlrrrls irt tulk within the 
village council meeting however. and attempt to examine how 
fokorlolo~lci solidarity was einphasi~cd through actual discourse 
practices. we observe an i~~lcrcsting reversal of the tneeti rig's 
overarching rhetorical slructurc. Within each of the examples 
presetlted helow, performers fir-st foregrout~ded the relations that 
should attain between inclividuals and the fhknirolnrrn and then moved 
to characleri~ations of the individualistic actions laken by some 
ji~korrolor~u mcmbers. All of the speakers manipulated thc forrn of 
[heir utterances to convey a sense of dialogism (and evcn dialogue) 
when ernphasizitlg ideal fokorloiotlrr behavtor, yet switched to tnore 
monologic constructions when highlighting negatively valued acts o f  
individualism. 

The Ambodiaviuvy ~neeting bcgan with an  elaborate krrbnr~s 
performatlue hy Koto. thc JiA-mr;vlo~~~l's vice-president. I n  his speech. 
Koto relltlrretl tu thc crltirc ,fofirnt?olo~ta as kin and referenced the 
svlidariry that is associated with this identity ~ l~rough  such terms as 
" I "  (kin). "Jic~ral~c~-~r~itr.su" {cooperation). ' ~ { ; r i ~ i , ~ ( ~ t ~ - k i i ~ ~ ~ "  
(solidarity ). ;und ' ~ f r c t ~ - ~ ~ l ~ c r n - t , s i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ "  (onc-mindcdnesq). Koto thetl 
friitned the  problems (lie fbl;o~~olorrcr had pathered t o  solve as, i11 part. 



the resuIr of ;in incrcase in the cost of  Iivins ( ' ~ f i . s o i ~ d r v t c ~ t l 1 - p i 1 i i 1 1 ~ 1 1 ~ 1 " )  
- an incrcasc directly associated with recent 'structural adjusttnents' to 
the M;ilnpasy economy cngineered by Ihc International Monetary 
Fund and the Worlcl Hank.  After nearly one h o u r  of discussiun. the 
mceting suddenly turned to (he problcm o f  the missing rnctal roofing 
st-ieets. I t  was l A;I, a nun-Samt~inoro l'em:ilc. shol) keeper f r o m  
Ankevohcvo and fonner school teacher. who forced the subject to thc 
floor : 

SPEECH # 1 I 
Malaeasy Originill : 
I .  
/[fokonoluna till king] 
a. An iin < 
h. An an. lzao a1.y e < 
u. An an. Izao sy Zullakii. < 
d .  Ef;l vory eto ihany isika ka diu izao i1ry no tnba .... e < 
e. Aralady KELY < 
1'. Azafady KELY < 
g. 17.ao ary no nibs [end others talking]/ hanont;unianay annrco satria 
~ n n m h a  ny sekoly ihany izy iry :> 
h. mmm 
2 .  
a. Kanornc tGIe ny PARK < 
b. mmm 
c. dia napetaka. < 
d. Dia ohatl-inona .4RY no kal-ama nametaka ny sckoly (satria m n m b ; ~  
ny sekoly izay)'! < 
e. Ohatrinona ny kararna nametaka ny t61e ? > 
3. 
a, lzay no ~ n b a  tianay h o  fantalray. izay satria < 
b. fivoriana tsy rnisy ohat~.u itn'izao satria moa tontolon'ny andro n o  
antsoins ary. < 

1 Kcy to TI-ansci-ip~io~ls: 

1.2.3.ctc. = \~'cl-lcs 

a.b.c.ctc. = Li t1c5 
> = l111o11atir111 c.otltr,t~~- ~.~li-ve:: do\r'rlu'nt'd 19 lint's c11d 

< = 111tonat!o11 c.011loi11- CLII,I e <  irpu':ird by l in t ' s  cnd 
C:AI'l'I'hLS = I.~>LI~ 
F I I ( / L , I - / ~ I / C  i = I'~,,)\,t-rh<. ~1311ori~n1\. i - i t l ~ l l ~~  

[ . - . I  = T ~ . d t i s ~ ~ - ~ b ~ ' r +  I-CIII~II-~~ 

1.. / = I. ine [)\el- lap 

I . . . ,  = ~ ' ~ ~ i ~ ~ k l l i g i b l c  t i i < c i > ~ ~ ~ - w  
r --- Tist\ I X ) L I I I ~ ~ I I ~ I I " : ~ I I ~ ' ; ~  t :~h lc  



u.  I ~ a y  no mb:i timay ho fantatra : < 
d .  ohatrillona < 
e. ny k;uamant ny mpiasa i 
f ,  nametaka ny tBlo? > 

Enylish Translation : 
1. 

/I fokonolon;~ talking) 
a. /I11 :In : < 
b. An ;In. 'This is i t .  i 
c .  An an. This %ari;~ku. < 
d .  wc already ~ n c t  here so then this is i t  .... c < 
e. Excuse Inc please. < 
t'. Excuse rnc please. < 
s. O.K. then this is what we !end others talking] 1 would likc to ask 
you rinut.  i t  concerns the school : > 
il. mmm 
2 .  
a. The P A R K  gave metal roofitly sl~t'cts < 
b. mmm 
c.  the11 [they were] prrt-up. < 
d. So, how much, THEN. are thc wages for putting the tnetal roofins 
sheets o n  thc school buildins. {because that's ti bout the school)'? 
e. How much are thc wages for putting-up the metal mofinp sheets'! > 
3. 
a. That is what we wan1 to know - that, because ... < 
b. [his is it meeting likc nc:, clthcr because we were called here lor the 
whole day. < 
c. That is what we want to know : < 
d. how much < 
e. are the i~orkers'  wages < 
f. for putting-up the metal roofing sheets'! > 

thc forma1 lcvcl, Lula's discourse is organized prosaically. as 
the intonation uonrours o f  the lines (i.e, the rise arid 1;ilI of pitch 
across ;l Iinc) help deliinit the discclurse into verses. I n  vcrsc I .  for 
cxumple. lines a-f end 011 a higher pikh than docs the final line g. The 
backchannel cues (i.c., the continuous "mmm" rcspotlses voiced by ;I 
Jok(i~~i) lor~n elder in verse 1 .  line h: verse 2. line b) bcar out Ihc 
dialogic nature of the initial wctions of I,;~la'a pcrfortnancc. Diuloguc 
turns to monologue howcver. when i n  verse 3, lines d-f. I,;du slowly 
spclls ou t  a qucstion which exposes the shaky foundation of Kclto and 
Sarnuel's 1crsio1-1 of hoiv the nloney from lhr. mdal rclofing sshccts 1 4 ~ ~ s  

spenl ( ~ l l r :  two accused men had argued tha~ rhcy uhed thc tnont'y 
from ~ h c  mofiny sheet saIcs tn pay for  their own labor in nailing the 
remaining hl~ccts to the d;itn;~yed schrw~l building t'ramc). 



A qtr-iking fcatul-c of Ihc evenis under discussion is that thc 
,4rnhndiavia~y j i ) k o ~ ~ o l r t ~ l r ,  waitcd for almosl a month hefore 
confsontiny Ko to  and Sarnucl on their tl-tcfts. Clri numerous occasions 
Ihroughout Ihe month. metnbess from each of the unlnmunily's class. 
gcndci-, and lincagt. idt.ntihc;~ticlns had witnessed actual $ales of thcir 
newly acquir-cd materials yct hacI rc~u;iint.d l ~ ~ l b l i c ~ i ~ ~  silent. Although 1 
am not sure of the exact date on which (tic f o 6 o r ~ r ~ l o ~ ~ c ~  had decided to 
coni'i-0111 [he two men. I do know that the'hecision to choost. Lala. a 
woman. to carry out the deed o,us made !I\: a group of cldcl- nomcn in 
Arnbodi;ivia\ y \rrcIl in ucl\,;~llcc of' ~ h u  meeting. This decision was bascd 
Iiuyely on tllr fiicr rh3t thc rncr1 i n  thc ,fokoi~olorlcc had avoided riiising 
the issue of the thcft~ with Kvtv and Sarnuel. On the mr~rning of the 
meeti112, Nii:o - the spoh-ecpcrron fnr thc u,omcn of 111~" trrtrfitra of 
Ambodiuviavy ( . r o l o - r o ~ ~ r r r ~ r - I ~ ~ ~ i ~ i r . r r  1.y) who is ticd to tlic Samhinoro 
l i~w via mal-riuge - had !I-arncd rne to l>~.ing my tapc-1-ccorder to the 
meeting, for Lala ivould present important "ncwc" ( ~ n o ~ ~ c r o ) .  

In  many Malag;is\: speech co~nmunitie<, the cornrnunicarive 
nonu3 oC women are understood to he fundamentally diffcrcu~ than  
rhosc of mcn. I11 thc rarly 197U's. Elinol- Ouhs Keenan (now Elinor 
Ochc) hcpiin exploring rhc gcndcr ideologies informing thc 
\'nkinanka~.atr.a spccch cornrnun~ tles of Madapasuiu-'s south central 
l ~ i ~ h l a ~ ~ d s  1. The broad o11tlinc-c 01' Oclis' porlla~l oi' Vaki tlan karatra 
speech practice also charactel-izc tIlc spcech comtnunities of 
Ranomnfana. Ochs first notes that wtth~n tnost Vakinankarutru speech 
communities there exist two broad "modes of speaking" : rcsnkr~ 
(everyday talk) and kcrban. (uratory). Infortnit~g both of these 
modalities are two overarching rlorms of spccch interactiot~. The firs t  
norm. that of tlie "de-emphasis of scIf'. Ochs defines as the 
cxpcclation t11;h one ";ivoid[s] distinguishing irldividuals. especially 
onesclf, apart from others" (1974 : 59). The speaker is thus  careful to 
direct attention away from bolh herself (therefore avoiding pride, 01- 

ehcl) and others (thus avoitling the harm to thetn that rnighl f o l l o ~ ~  
fi-om either jealous ancestors or hurnans). In not acting in accordance 
with this norm. one risks bring in^ shamc (hrtrcrttn) upon oneself. The 
sccond norm. "the iivoidance of direct affront". seeks to mi tlimi7c 
open and dii'ect confrontution between comrnur;ity members. Ochs 
offers dctailed descriptions of tlie l i ngui ctic resources available t o  
spcakcrs when concl-onted with such prohletnatic situarions as sudden 
cncountcrs, anger. criticism. accusutio~~s. ovders, and rcqueals. 

Finally, thc cntirc etflfiue ol' Vakinunki~ratra specch behavior is 
~enderzd.  WhiIe all corilrnuniry memhzrs enynge in  t . ~ . r r r k r r ,  krrhcrfi. is 
1;lrgcly the domain of males. LVotncn arc considered to bc too hot- 
tcmpcrcd and lackins i n  the requicitc intclligcnce to mastel thc 



linguistic complexities of XirAor,v. blorcover. because wolucn have 
'lung tonyues' (loi~rrlplo) and are const;un~ly cng;ised in gossip 
(fo~r$oscr), they luck the 'rcspec~' ( J i ~ ~ t c < j i r r l r ~ )  necessary for  illc 
petformat~ce ol' the Fenrc. Ct'orncn are. tl-ierefoi-t.. argued lo he 
constantly hreahins the twn specch norms clf conl'rnntation ;lvoid;lnce 
;~nd de-ernphasi? ol' wlf. 11 is important to  1-tcognize. ln(_lw,cvcr. t h a ~  
hutti the idcals helcl by tnen regarding proper spcech alld !heir il~Llj;il 

beh:~vior rest t'ir~nly upou fl.r'~lu~llt no1nniitii7~ t r ; i i ~ s ~ i ~ c s s i o ~  on the 
P ~ I - f  of  1r:ornen. ' Ihe directness ol' wonien'h cl isct~ursu is often critical i n  
ensuring the succr'sslul completion o f  niany o f  rhc krrbirt.! gcnres. 
Tllus. without I,;~la'a cnnfron~ution o f  Knto ;und Sarnuel in  Speech # I . 
wrsc 3. lines c-f', tflc issut. of tht. thefts rr~ight never have Pccri 
broached and rhe m c c t i t ~ ~  considel-t.d a t'ailurc. 

Returning t o  ~ h c  1994 meeting. 1.it;l is the oldeat 1n;11c membcr nf 
rhc Ambodiaviuvy ,f{)cllo/~olorlu. a ~~rpoi!jrrkcr (chief)  o f  the M u r o ~ n a i n  ty 
 he ex-slave Ijncage in thc ;~i-e;~), and a widely-respected hcaler 
(or~rbias~r) .  A I I ~ C ~ C ~  hy Koto'5 usc of t l ~ c  ~ i )Ao t ro l o~ i r~ ' s  idzology (jl '  
kinship to direct attention away from his ;~llt.gcd misdeeds. and 
inspired by Lula's initial raising of the delicate subjcct of the rhcfts. he 
takes the tloor. Li ta '~  performance is short,  yet represents a brilliant 
example of confrontation via cnmmunicative indirection. 

SPEECH #2 
Malagasy Original : 
1 .  

/[foknnolona talking1 
a.. Izahay miray hevitra amin'azy io : rehcfa niisy mvatra Arl'AO < 
[fokonolon;~ lalk ends]/ 
b. lsy mandidy no HOMANA.  > 
7 
L. 

a. Fa ny lokonolonn ... < 
b. 'l'raha ny fokonrany talohrl < 
c. *ny fokantany rnandoha ho aLy > 
d. "11y fokontany mahalala uzy > 
e. h tsy dia tcna ~nitana azy, dia hoe avy it\: tanana it\: dia rnandicly 
dia homana.> 
3. 
a. lanareo izao dia rnandidy dia  hornatla iii clia ataontsika it?. d ~ ; l  I I ~  

liaraman'iiy, dia isika koa rnanao ny karamany < 
b. Ky 01orll-i tsy mahare(ny). > 
4. 
;I. .4i~it i7iio 110 I~atial ;~la~~'~iy folio~~i>lt)~la ? < 
17. Vokq' izao c, z 



:i. Wc a l i  sharc thc wine op;nJinn on that : when there is somethiny TO 
110 < [fokotlolona txlk et~ds]/. - 
h Jdo] not both cut alld EAT. > 
7 
L.  

a. FCII- the foknnolnna ... < 
b. *if the forrncr fokontany. < 
c. *'the fokont;uiy Foes by itsell. < 
d .  *.the fohonlany knows itsclf. > 
e.  for i t  does nor ketp Itliings] for- itself. and [yet] when this hand 
comes. l i l ]  boih cuts and cat<.> 
1 
-1 . 
n. Noum you both cut and ate, hut [IIOW] this is \vhnr we are do in^. t l i i c  
M7agc. wc 3150 fix thcir n7ages. < 
b. [If] the people don't heal- [ahout  i t ] .  > 
4. 
a. How then will the fokonolon;~ know things? < 
h. You are satiated e. > 

111 rlw iirsi line of his pcrfnrmance, Lita creates a proverb-type 
uttcra~ice f i - o tn  thc popular Malayasy aphorism 'both cutting and 
ca t i~~g '  ( , ~ ( I ( / J  III(~II(/~(/! 1 1 0  ~ Z O I I I ~ I I I ~ ~ ) .  He s:iys. ' ' r e ~ z ~ j b  f ! / i .~y  : ~ ~ w / i r f ~  
c~!uo/ts?* t~rcirlrli~iy 110 I~or~zcrt~n" (when there is sometl~ing to doldo not 
both cut and eat). This aphorism uscs thc idiom of consumpiio~l to 
reference lhc moral dzpravi ty of individualistic actions' and is partly 
rooted i n  complex TanaIa uoncel.ns with specificity. 111 the 
Ranomafilna region. to be specific is to be c l e a r  01- easiIy see11 
(ittn;rc\*rr)~. and a good person is one wllosc hcart is clearly visiblc 
{ f ~ r c r : c ~ ~ < c r  fo) .  With regard to thc aphorism's central itnagcry, the 
serving of a freshly cookccl pot of rice invariably involve5 its division 
into platcs so as all can scc their portion. Having thus exllihited the 
pnrtions, the server is the last to eat. When one "both cuts  and eats", 
one interdicts this rule of shut-in2 by ,ignoring the display of porrions 
a n d  serving oneself before others ( Rajemisa-Kaolison 1985 : 44 1 )?. 1 n 

17. See t-eiyusolj [ 1'1931 foi, 1111 c ~ o c : l t i ~ - ~  diqct~rsion of tlw \vidcrpl.c.ad Afl.iuat~ 
a ~ s o c i n ~ i o n  oC "cn~ir ig" \ \ , i t t ~  prrtiticnl d o m ~ r ~ ~ r i ~ ~ r i .  ,'i cottltnon < c t ~ r i m ~ n t  nmntlg t l lc 
'l'ari:~ln pop~~ln t ic> t~s  r c ~ i d i l ~ g  otl IIIC c : ~ d t ~ t - ~ i  I?OI.~CI-S of t l t r  R;lnotn;~t~~1:1 Natitltlal Park 
u n s  thar thc P;wk :mi t l ~ c  Park PI-olcct ~ c r z  ' e i ~ t ~ ~ ~ y  Ihz cru~ntrysidc' ~ r ) r i t ~ ~ r i ( r r i o  c l r i -  

I ~ ( I / I ( I  I!!, P(( t ,k) .  

2 Fru ;I[, inter-r\ting p;u-;~tIrl ~111011; 1112 Z;ifilll;~riir> ptopl? of  \l;ictaprsc;tr-. sre Klr>ct~ 
I 1905). 



Tanalu oratory. the  shui-in: of onc's corntnunicarive intent is also 
< .  

~houghi 01' in rerms of clartty. I tlus. 1,ala (Speech #3. verse 4 - see 
bcloum) condemns Kotv and Sarnuel fo r  making the JoXotrnio~~a gather 
to ' 'cot~~icicr I C  [or d;u.k] thinys" (l~i~>t-ir~.tv-irr~/ :il\*(itrt/ 
~ t i r r i ~ ~ r i ~ t r c t i t i t ~ ) .  It1 senera]. clarity in rhc ccl~itcr~t of onc's spccch artd 
the ability to create avenues Uoi- Ihc cunri~ii~cd participation of otlicrs i s  
a highly valuecl i'c;iturc of kobr11?- i n  the Rnnomafana region. Koto 
and Satnucl. by k i n g  arr-lbisuous ahout ivha~ (hey had dune with the 
mctal roofing shcets. and 13y r ~ o I  in(;>rnli~~g tliu ,f;)korrolotlit worh 
grnups i l~ou t  the 1vay  work avuilablc. ~ V C I - C  said ro bc  "pl;i~irig 
pol~~ics"  ( I I ~ ~ I I I ~ I O  p o l i t i k ( / )  1 .  

By ut~erin: "whui~ rl~crc i s  ~urnc t  h i n ~  to do. do not hotti cut and 
cat". Lib I ' I .~ I I~~cs  311 ;~~~tlio~.itiltivc statement concerniny \ i ) X o t l o l ( ? r r i r  
sulidilrity wi~hiu dialogic forrn tly addin? a preceden~ line ("11-hen 
iherc arc things to bc donc"). H~jivr'vr'r. ihc ~l~eec l i  11e;lrs its end 
(Ii~ic 32). this i'c~r~n of dialogue huilt into (he form ot' (he utterance 
(clialogism) i s  trancfc~r~ncd into a +trvng senw 01' monologlsm as Lita 
repc;~ls 111u aplloi-is~u ("both wtting and eating") liithout u precedent. 
and spcnL5 of tlic negative form of itldividualisnl hehind Kolo and 
Sarnuel's acts. 

1-ita's rhetoricill stniteyy is highly c f l c t  ivc and i s  rcpeatcd b y  
many other speakers ~liruuglinut thc rneeting. Lala borrows his 
stralepy (along with Ilis cvucative uphorism) in the ~.epriniand she 
diiAects toward Koro arid Sarnuel : 

SPEECH #3 
Mulayaxy Oriyinnl : 
1 .  

Il Fokunolona talking] 
a. Ka i7.ao anie ... < 
h. Izao arv nrezidenta e i , , 
c.  ru'); zuvatl-u tokony ha~aonui-co AN/  < [fokonolona talk ends] 
d. N'aizii n'aiza. n'niza. n'alzii < 
e. tokony 13s honclidy (lid I~otuanri mihitcy ianureo. < 
1'. N v  FOKONOLONA no rnahazo MANDIDk' iumin'iiv zavutra 

rchctrnrchctrarci~cti~archetra f ; ~  izuy tiun'ny IOkonolona atao n o  
l~otan~crahinarco. > 
2 .  
;I, ianarcu kornity inpanatantel-aka. < 
b. Executif5 ianaseo. < 
c. Tokot~y ts\: MI KASIKA 1-ola ....( el'r~ nilun? taty unit. alio ra~nin'iny 

~I<\c~-ilw COI  I-III)! : I ( [ [ II  1 1 1 1 - 1 1  ;IIOI,\ ;)IICI cow 1t1 I C Y ~ +  I .LICICII K ; I I I ~ ~ I - I ; I I I ~ I I - I ~  ~ l o .  I > ~ I - S L ) I I ~ I I  
C ~ I I I I I I I I I I I Z ~ ~ ~ ~ < > I I ~ ,  



e). < 
d. Tokony ~ s y  hikasika vela h11HITSY iarlareo fa hafa hay aho iny 
villa iny. r 
3 .  
a. Fa ~okong ny I'okonolona no rni~ndidy ny rchctta reheIra. < 
h. Isika re rev olona h;u~iio sekoly isi ka. i 
c. dia izao no hataontsika. < 
(1. f';! t.sy lanai-eo no tunga dlu MANGAKONA atsy anaty vilany y y y y . .  
C,  < 

/I l au~h tc r  
e. Tonga dia rnansarona ao. < 
f - .  Tcna frihaciicoanareo rnihitsy i ~ a y .  > 
4. 
a. Ary ~nahatonya ny olona rehctral-ehelra hioritreritra 7.uvalra 
~~~nintimainty. > 

/[end laughlerl 

Erlglish TI-anslation : 
1 .  

I1 fokonolona tullii~lgj 
a. And so it  is ... < 
b. This is it prcsident e. < 
c. 'l't-ie thinp you should d o  AN,/ < [fokonolona talk ends] 
d. wt-ierever. < 
c, you rcally should not bolh cut and cat. < 
f .  Thc FOKONOLONA has the authority to UECIDE everythin_e and 
what the ti)konolcina u'ants y o u  to do. that is what you accotr-ipl~sh. > 
2 .  
a. You are the executive committee. < 
b. You are executives. < 
c. You slioi~lcl not he CONCERNED with money ...( l a1re;idy spoke 
here concerning that e) .  < 
d. Ynu should not he cuncernecl with money AT AI,I,. but, as I said. 
that moncy i s  anolhcr thiny.> 
3. 
a. I t  is [he fokouolona thal shnuld dccide everything. < 
h. Wc the public will build the school. < 
c.  that then is what we ~t , i l l  do. < 
d. hut not you con~ir-iy thcn GRABHING whar's in the pot yyyy e.  < 

I [  l uu2htt.r 1 
e. You catne thcn grahbcd. < 
i'. 'l'hat is ruzllly your 1nist:ike. > 
d . . 
a. That makes :ill the peoplc come to rhi tlk about uncleal- things. >I 

/[end laughrc~.] 



In verse I .  lines c-e, Lalii argues that "the thing you should havc 
done. is that you should not h a l e  both cut and eaten". Borrowing the 
aphorism initially crnplo};ed by Lita. she also adds a precedent line to 
ul-eate a more dialogic proverb-type utterance. Dialogiqm. however. is 
a p i n  forcefully shut-down by monovocality as Lala employs anothcr 
popular Malagasy aphni-ism and accuscs Koto and Samuel ol' iirrivino 
o n  rhc culinary scene and "grabhi~lg whn~ tvas cooking in  h e  pot 5 

(I-erce 3, line d ) .  

Formalizatiorl and Social Order 

?he extr-cine degrcc o l  I'ormali7ation at the levels of code 
struclure. participant framcx~~ork. and ccntiAiiI situational focusl  hat 
characterizes the 1994 mcctiny centers our  attcntiun upor] the 
relations hetwccrl kcthrtr!,, pcncler. and rhc r-cproduction oT social life in 
the Kanomafilna rcgion. Once again, the ivork ol' Mauricc Bloch offer5 
a pat11 inlo the complexities of lhese relations. A3 part of an influcnlial 
argurncnt uoncei-niny the li~tks betl~~een poIi~iual language and 
traditional authority. Blouh has wrirlen that i n  severing the ties that 
hind discourse t o  its cantex~ual surround. forrnali~n~ion also "rernoves 
the authority for the ckcnt from the speaker hirnsclf, so tllrlt hc speaks 
when using formalization less and less fur himhelf and more ancI more 
for his role" (1975 : 16: also see 1974). BIoch's concern with how the  
formal restrictions upon the code of po1itic;ll language shil'ts 
participant focus beyond everyday exchanges to moye established anti 
encornpassii~g forms of agency i s  import;int. However. when Bloch 
goes on to equate formality \vith the strictly coercivc side of tradilional 
authority: he  assumes a ' Wcstcrn'. referentially -based understanding 
of languase (SiIverstein I987 & 119873). overlooking rile type of 
rnetapragn~atic force operational in many Mal;~gaslj oratorical 
perfosmanccs. 

Towarcl understanding this metapragmatic farce as it operated in 
the Ambodiaviavy Joko~rolorla meeting of 1994 we rnight first observe 
that at key moments during the meeting: the range of diversities 
among rhe individuals and groups enacting the event is transformecl 
irito unities \'ia tile formalization o f  piuticipanl roIrs. The meeting 
effectively creates the hroad categories of r t r i u n i ( ~ ~ r d ~ . ~ ~ z ~  soniillra/l.l: 
(first ticr elders), I . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ / I I C ! I ~ ~ I - O I I ~  ,~([IICII%ICI (second tier eldcrs). zoX-ill- 
!ottr)rrr ~~oc~lolrr~rl,v (first tier youth le;ldei-r: all rne11). zvkin-rrttroro 
frlrnr-or, (secol-td ticr youth leadcrs; a11 men), and fcit~ortr (youny men 
horn approximately I6 LO 30 years of use). Secondly. much of the 
meetins's discourse is composed nf rcrly c[ti-kolnkr~ (speech that 
winds). Such ~ p c c c l ~  is repletc ~ i t h  a stock sct oi' phrases. intonatio~l 



palterns. and allusions that are generally associated wit11 the 'words of 
thc ancestors'. The uce of such winding spcech Ilclps to further defirlc 
thc lineage (including the line's ances~ors) as thc agcnt of spcech. and 
not the orator. The C;c~hr~r~ir~~-poX-o~lolo~~u does not. therefore. just 
repi-esenl Tanal;~ social tics: rather. it performatively constilute:, them. 
putling thcm on dicplaq', and ~ i v i n g  21-or~ps iind intIividuals 3 chancc 
lo dcfinc and redufine their value. 

The Ambodiaviavy meetiiig is i n  no waj7 void of individual 
cseutii:ity. ReculI that lhc 1-hcrc~r.ica1 structure of the Amhodiaviuvy 
 neet tiny as a wholc rnovcc f ~ n m  dialogue to monologue. Toward l l ~ e  
beginning ot' the rnceting. rn~uny members lakc 1111. opportuni tx to 
display their- specific opinions of' Kotv ancl Sarnucl's behavior- and 
dcbatc thc opinions of others. Thest. opinions arc specific in that they 
wore informed hy a speaker's unique position ivithin the intersecting 
ctrata of age, gendel-. lineaye. and wcalth differentiating communily 
members. I11 expressin? (heir opiniut~s. many speakers dism;untled the 
uncestral order by cutling mccstral {I-urds out of that order and 
splicing them into their or~goi ng oratories. These acts of 
"decontextualizationnn and "rccontextu;~lizatic~n" (Baunian & Brisgs 
199U) wei-e accomplished through various poetic and rhctnr~cal 
devices that isulatcd sections 01- discourse fro111 ongoing social 
interaction and framed them inlei-tex~i~ully - in rclstion to the aura of 
authority emanating from other ancestral wurds. Such authority served 
to strengthen the display o f  their own opinions and to demonstrate 
their i~~dividual crealivily . Ilaving thur expressed their thoughts and 
oratorical skills, and having reached ii decision regarding Koto and  
Samuel's actions, speakers use the rest of the rnecting to pronounce 
this decision. These pronounccmcnts are invariably couched i n  
tnonologues concerning the i rnportance of communal solidarity in 
decision making and thc ancestors from whom this solidarity derivcs. 

Within their individual tunls at talk, speakers reversc the mceti ng's 
ovcrall rhetorical structure. Thus. formal dialogis~n is eniploycd when 
opinions of ,foA-ot~olvtlu colidarity are stated, and formal monologism 
used when the overly individualistic behaviors of Koto and Sarnuel are 
heit-ig c;istigated. I contend that through such rhetorical reversals, 
speakers creak avenues lor communicative participation. Aulhorilative 
sla~emeuts concernii~g 11cgati ve behavior are unequivocal, ancl as such 
are easily pickcd-up by the next speaker l'cl1- l'urthcr poctic 
elaboration. 

Throughou~ hhdagascar, kcrhcrr-J, peri'ormitnce is primariIy thc 
domain of ui~cn. I,alat$ participation in the A~~~bodiavinv,y mccring, 
although cnnsi<tcnt v,;ith the tory-rrt~-kolrih-(~ srylc, departed fr-orn what 
was universally del'ined in Arnbodiaviavy as skilled oratory. Lala's 
directness was coul'ronlational. qingliny out K o t o  and Samuel i r ~ r  their 
~nisdeeds iind thcrcby thr-catcning to briny shame upon the entirc 



folio~~oiotzn. I n  thc confrontational role reserved for  omen 1 and i t l  

I-ala's orr~torical pcrformanue morc pcnerally. we glimpse the complex 
relr~tions between "or-dcr and rick" (Kcant.. 1991 ) ;it play in the social 
life of tlic ?';~nalu communi~ies of the Kar~urna~t~na region. The frict 
that wotneri take such risk in  bi-oauhiny iqsucs ch;~llenging rlic social 
urdci- (risking ful-lhel- erosion of that order) spcaks to the high value 
nf rhosc social goalc that the meni$ oraroi-iuu1 excli:~ngcs we decifned 
to achievc. Also. the cxt rcme lorrnali7ation u~ ivork i n  the k i / l > r ~ t - i r ; ~ -  
poko,~olortrl as a ~vho le .  along \virh the effort to shape onc's turn at talk 
to e11uble thc further particip~~t ir>n ol' other ?pcalierx indesci just how 
risky rhe renewal 01' rhe social order is. .4nCc~trv is 3 "difficult" 
(.\tr~.ori.o) force : onc's use of ancestr;il ivnrds must pi-oceed with grcut 
care. thc uasling of guilt must he cprcad acroh!, many slioi~lders, ancl 
action. rnort* ~enerally, must not he that of r l ic individual. 

Contextualizing Wumetl's Discourse 

I n  thc preceding analysis of' the .Anibodiaviavy ,fokur~olo~rrr 
~neeting. I argued that Lalii's direct discourse along \vith thc creation 
o f  discutsivc pathways enabling the multi-patty clabvratinn of the 
aphor~sm o n  both culriny and eating co~~stiruled the primary linguisric 
stratcpics by which co~ninunity rnernbcrs worked to rcpi-oduce an 
ethic of sociulify agaitist centrifugal pulls oL individualism. A s  it 
statlds, howci el-. this argumenl is both limited and putentially 
problematic. First. the argurncnt barely scratches the siufacc ol' the 
vai-iuus sttugglcs bzi~lg worked out in rht: meetirig and the cnrriplex 
 elations through which they are linkud. Sccond, the ~.cp~-cstt~ltatioi~ of 
the speech diilkrence of I-anzlIa ivotnen prcscnted here - like 111e 
notion of ' l ( r  fclllnrc r ~ l n l ~ q u r ~ h ~ '  i'raniing the present volume as a whole 
- is easily incorporaled into Wcstcrn clevelopmentalis~ reitdings of 
"third world n;omzn'. Chandru Mohanty (199 1 ) convinci~i$ly argues 
that born from the absrruut vision of patriarchy residing w~rliin marly 
Wcstcrn feminist discourses is the cilre~ol-y of the "ilvzragc third world 
woman". In the constitution of thts category. a canccplion o f  
wornanhood based u p o n  s gcnerallzed unde~.stancling o f  npprcs~io11 
yendered is rnooi-ed to an  inlei-pretation of rhird world fi~miIial. 
cconomiu. re1igiou.s. linguistic. ctc. institutions as 'developing'. 'l'hc 
i-ecult is a discourse that "dcfiue:, thil-d ii70sld women as subjucts 
o ~ ~ t . ~ i i I c  socia l  rcIritio11s. iiistciid o l  IooLiny tlic \~,:ty uorncr~ arc 
cunstili~ted r h l - o u ~ ~ l ~  t11est. V C I ~  I i~~s~i tu~ions]"  ( ih id : 72 : emphasiq i l l  

t l i a l o y ~ ,  \ I~IIc~~II'~ (11, t lw  L ~ I I J O I - I  - if' IIL>I r o n l l l ~ c n b  c.111 r c ~ o l i t ~  ;i ~ J ~ I I - ~ I ~ . L I ~ ; I I - ~ ~  11~o~ib111i; 



original). An an~ilysis of the emergence o f  womanhood from the 
niultiple and ofren con(radicto1-y contexls of class, race, ethnicity. age, 
and lincagc not only hclps avoid the sorl of colonialist move 
cl;lboi.atcd by Moharity. bur alco lcads bcyond thc binary conceptiot~ 
of dotnin;ition and resistance encountered therein. ?'tic scvpc oT the 
present study should. tI1t'refi~'e. ideally he broadened to include thc 
cntirc arcna o f  sy  mboliu cvnleslaliot~. ol' which [he ~neeting represents 
only nnc morncnl, and witlii~l which rlle morc global I'orues of capita1 
accurnulatioit at i~o1.k i n  r tic Kanomafanri I egion ;ITC arliuulaied to 
;~lreudy existing production relations. Suffice i t  for- thc r-clnaindcr oT 
(his ariiule to consider ho\c the speech practice\ specific to thc 
conlelliporaly Arnbodiuviav~: joko~~olotrir enable women to express 
tllcir inlcrcs~s (or. nccds) n,hilc s i~nu l~a~~cuus ly  worki~lg to create the 
posiriuns from ik'llich ihcsc intci-csts ;irisc. 

nefining RKPP Need lnterpretatiotl Dynamics and Considering 
their Effects 

Earlier I noted that much of the interaction bettveen rhc RNPP 
and the peopIe of Arnbodiavia\;y occurs within Jhko~lo io t r ( r  meetings. 
The , f o k o t ~ o l n ~ ~ c t  is. in i 'r~c~. (he primary sr;qe o f  Park Project/people 
inter-actions th1.0ug11~7ut I ~ C  Park's "pcriph~i.aI Z O ~ C " ~ .  In its work wi~h 
al-ca Jbkot~olorl~,. thc RNPP has c1c;irly articulated its argumenl rhal 
success in  conserving the Ranon~afrina region's resources hingcs upon 
the participation o f  Malagasy communities in  Park Project planning. 
This is not to say. however, that the RNPP recognizes thcsc 
com~uunitics 2s h a l i n g  an! Icgal rights lo the laud within the Park. 
Rather, the Park PI-ujcct a c ~ n e s  that Iocal farmers will boon srrelch 
their rcilby fields to the Park's borderc. By acting early enough to help 
these communities meet their "needs" by Ilieans tnore "sustainable" 
than ten,!. the RNPP hopes lo i i~old  u life and death stl-usgle for the 
Parh's resoul-ces (Grenfell, 1993 : 04). Since [he creaticm of the RNPP, 
thcrcforc. lhe 1-e~roduc(ion of Ambodiaviavv social reIutions in and 
ttiroupli {oboriuioiio performancci is inciea;ingly linkcd lo a ubides 
"polltlcs of necd intcrprctation" (Frazcr- 1989). It is to a description uT 
the contours of this arena of nced discu~sinnq and thc relations of 
women lo them that \I-e now turn. 

Discussions of need are i~hiqui to~~s to RNPPlsesidznt interactions. 
The Park Project firct  hroacl-ted the il;s~~e of' needs with Runornrlfana 
rehidenls duriny a series of P;~rk dt.limi(:ilion tou1.s in Septernbe~ of  
1087. A( ~liis time. Duke I;ni\-ersity rese;~rchers associated wit11 thc 
KNPP. officials (I-om M.laday;~su;~r's Dt.pnr~ilicn! ol  Water and Forests, 
snd rcsident ' fo1.cs1: guides' app~-oiichcd cldcrs fro111 III;~IIJ ui' the 



foko~rtoll?. surrouncling tlic Park. Gathering i n  opcn public spaccs, tlic 
group "spoke first, introducing the members of the tcarn and cxpocing 
the reason for their visit" (Department o f  Water ;ind Forest Docurnent 
#c/j.2X, 1987 : 1 j. The s r o u p  then informed ~Ilose yathered that [ 11 a 
natiunal park ~ o u l d  soon be ci-culcd ro prorccl t l~c  ;irca's ccosyslcrn; 
[ 2  1 [hat all activities (cspccially rtr~,!) that endangcr thc Narnorana 
wster-shed - the watcr~hcd upon which the regio11'r mall! ecosystems 
:Ire based - n,ould he interdicted : ;und 131 that thy United Srates wits 
coopel-atin2 in rht. projeu~ and woulcl "I'III-nish ;lid to thc inl~:itr~~ants 
bol-dering the park lo]- [heir social problctnr" (ibid. : 1 ) .  FOX-o~ro lu~~r ,  
cldci-s wci-c then asked about their needs ( "c la . \ id~ru~cr" ) .  Shortly after 
thesc delimitation toi11.r. "socioeconomic" and "health" studies were 
carried out by the Project that ulso asked residen~s 01'  heir needs 
(Fel-rare & R;tkotond~.;i~iuona. 1902. Kighll~ngcr ct. al.. IYt)2. RNPP 
I990). Indeed, thl-ouyhoiit the I'ii-st five year phase ol' tht. P~ujecl. ~ ~ t c c l  
discussions formed an impoi-(ant pnri of thc marly visits and 
ev;ilualions pert2)rmed by rlic cliKcrcnt cornpuncnts and 
suhcomponents of the R K P P  and KNPP-rclatcd inctitutionc (at tl-tc tinic 
of  research. the co~~iponcnts of thc Preject included health. education. 
agriculture. forestry. conscrvation, and evaIuution). 

A basic ass~r~iptiorl nf the present ;unulysis ir,  hat needs are 
corrlpIex interpretive (and therefore ideo l~~ic i i l )  matters. The RNPP. 
clairnit~g that much of its conservationldevelopn~t'nt sh-atcpy is based 
up011 the initial needs surveys just dcscribcd. argues that thc 
intensification of wet rice Firming atld animaI husbandry by reridents 
in permancnt valley scttlcrncnts ir the best way to protect the Park. The 
processes through which these development goals were reached. 
oper;itionalized. and implemented IeacI 11s directly to thc specificity of  
the need interpretation dynamics characterizing the RNPP. A 
particularly uscful road map of the need politics terrain in ~enernl  is 
the work of Nancy Frazer ( 1989 gt 1995). Frazer first points out that 
claims concerning need are relntio~~al : x is needed in order to y .  Tlli~s, 
a Malagasy f;irmer participatiny in the  RNPP r n i ~ h t  claim that shc 
needs rice in order to feed her Lirnily. Once onc dcscends bencath the 
generality of such a "tllin" ~lced. however, to ask what mo1.e concretely 
is needed in order to grow ricc. an associated set of need claims begin 
tu "unmvcl" ! 1989 : 163). The wotnan might now respond that in 
ordcr to gro\v rice. fcrtili7er and better water management techniclues 
arc nccdcd, and that, moreover. these inputs should he pro\,ided free 
of cost and nor under the terms of a credit arranyement. Although the 
'in-or-der-to' chains involved in this need claini could he considerably 
lengthened. the important point with regard to need n e y o ~ i ; ~ ~ i o i ~  is (hat 
the more speciflu the need cI;lirn bccomcs thc grcatcr the role pliiyed 
by inlcrprclnrion (and, thcrcfore. culturalIy-specific \,a1 ues) in 



advancing lhe cluirnl . 
I'hc rclationul structure of need cl:iirns provides Frazer with thc 

foundation fur llcr thco1-y of need interpretation politics. Slie argue? 
lhal such politics involve tllrcc moments. First. groups dcbale the 
p~liticiil slatus of a particular- r-lced. -l'hcn, once the need is rccogni~ed 
as legitimnrc, a a~ruyzlt. ensues over how the rlcccl will be interpreted 
and therefore saticl'jcd. 1 lcre. [he  'in-vrder-to' relations of need clui tns 
are up for  grahs as imai-ious gi-oups :illempl to contml tlic direurion 
taken by these relations. Finally, pill-tics ivul-k to ensur-c or deny 
satisfacr~ons ol- a ~ i v e n  need. Forn-iati~.~ i n  311 of these struygles 3r.c thc 
cu!turally-spcciI'ic uommunicative styles, norlns, vocabularies. idioms. 
and ~~arildigins of ;lrgurncntation thal ~ s o u p s  usc to pscss their claims 
( i l~id.  : I 04- I 6 5 ) .  

The justificativrl f o r  a11cI operution of the RNPP's dcvrlopmt.nl 
policy occurs largely thi-oush a need in~erpretation srrstcgy whose 
guiding philocophical princ~plc is clistribu~ive economic justicc and 
whose prim;u-y ope~.atinnal modaIi~y is hureaucrutic. Firct. ~ h c  KNPP 
heeks to help distl-ihutc econnrnic opportunity evenly throug hour 
thosc populalions affected by its land cnclosui-es. The various 
intcrprctivc difkrences within and hetween area 'Tilnula commut~ities 
plays a strictly ncgativc I-uIe in Pnrk Project ascistancc. Socioeconomic 
studies c;irried nut by and ku1- (he RNPP. f u r  examplc, arc rel:llivel\: 
elitborate in their. dcscriplion and c1-iticisrn of those individuals and 
groupsprivileged hy tr-adi tional autllorily structures (Kottak & 
Kakotuarisua. 1990, Peters, 1994, Sarnisoa. 1992), gendered relations 
of dominatioii and suhordi~~ation (Kottak R: Kahotoarisoa, 1990. 
RNPP, n.d.). market pcculiaritics (Dai Peters. 1993, Wallacc. 1992): 
and slate sel-vices. i n  Ambodiaviavy. thc RNPP clearly stated to 
,fi)ko~~olotla leaders its expectation that the materials donated for  the 
repair of thc school building should be u ~ d  for the good of all 
sesidcnts. 

In approaching the need clailns of residents. secondly, the RNPP 
relies upon abstmct. i'ormalIy rational rules of organrzation a n d  
inlcrpi-etation which work collcctivcly to ciepoliticize claims. I havc 
alrcady mentioned that during a 1987 series of Pilsk boundary 
delirl~itatio~i lours. RNPP officials entered , f o X - u r l r r r ~ i ~  surrout~ding the 
Park. infol-mccl the residents of the Park's crcatio~~, and then notified 
thcm that tol.). within P;u-k would not bc pcrmitrcd. From the very 
begintlirig o f  rhcst. 'Pal-klpeople need discu~rions, rcsident needs f o r  
more rrri,! lancl uiillin Park boundaries (:I rieed claim I encountered o n  
nurnerous occaciorlf throughuul my re.se;trch) ivaq dcnicci the sl;~tus of 
a cIeb:itable issue. 

As ricc is (lie staple crop throughout thc Kai~oma~ina reyion. thc 



ititcnsification of wet-rice procluction now hecarnc the focus of the 
RNPP delimitation tnurlneed talks. Many residet~t~. now realizing that 
any si~nificanr improvement of thcir we[-rice yieldc ~ilould require a 
good deal of cxpcnsive itlput, began pressing claims for fertilizer. 
i tnprovccl rice seed var-ictics, and the expertiw and tools required to 
better miinage existing watct- supplies. 4 majority of thc 
Amhodiaviavy farmers I spoke ivith knew [hat nutsidc expertise i n  
wiltel- management wah necess;u-y. These filrmcrs argued, hoivcvt.~-. that 
(01 this espert i~c to be approprii~tely transmitted they ncccled a n  
ai-rui~gci~ie~~t wherein training would be directed a[ certain ititertlally 
selccterl rncmbers of the ~anirrlrr who wr~uld then hccornt. I-ehponsihlc 
for d issc~ni~lar in~ the new infol-malion [ ( I  (he rest of thc community. 
Throughout its first phnsr. the RN PP inrt.1-preted this 11ct.d for 
expertise along completely different lir~cs than ~.eridcnts had. 
Siynificantly, no meetinys or informal discussiol~s were held to define 
the s~)c~r(fic. corltcrll ol' this need. Eventually. the RNPP interpr-ctation 
vl' the resident's nccd dominated and a "\.iIlage animator" (a m a n  
l'oreign to the Ranornai'rina r e ~ i o n  and selcctccl by the RNPP) w:ts 
hircd to live and work in [he t i i~1i11111.  Th~.oilgti thc animator, ;I Iargc 
portion of life in Atnhodiaviavy came under the ~cruriny of the Park . 
Project. 

To summarize. a tension hctwccn Pal-k Project solicilarions of 
Tan;il;~ p;lrticipation in prosrum planning via need interpretations and 
the Project's subsequent depoliticization and redirecticln of such 
interpre~ations pervadcs the strusyle over land and labor i n  thc 
Rannmafana region. At thc tirnc fieldwork was carried out for the 
present article (1994), Ranomafana residents had lived with this need 
politics dynamic for close to four years. Thc frequent expression by 
residcnts of' the idea that the RNPP plays politics (''111(!1100 pml i~ ikr~  I ] ? .  
t ' ~ r k " )  with their lives barely contained a simmering anger with the 
Projcct. 

This KNPP need politics dynamic has had complex affcc~s upon 
the Ambodiaviavy # i r k o ~ t o i o i z r i .  On the one hiund, the JnX-c)uolo~lm as a 
whole h;is developed a strong sense of its collcctivt. inlerests. Merribcrs 
are growing increasingly skilled in using the itlslilutio~~ to combat 
both the RNPP's strategy of  abs~racting their need claims and attempts 
by particular groups living within the fOkn/rton,v to gain from Prijcct 
assistance. Recall the centrality of the notion of spec~ficity (forcefully 
presented in Litu's aphorism 1 duriny the inccting's or;~toricnl 
exchanges. Throughout thc mccting. counciI rnetnbers :tpproauhed 
Koto and Samuel's actions a? hcing cn:rbled by a lack oT specific 
inh)rtnation c u n c c n ~ i n ~  RNPP/r~r~rilrlc~ inrcraclions. Participants spoke 
of the paucity o f  collective knowledye resa~.dirlg ho\v many roofi np 
shccrc and bays of cernctit Lvcrc deli\,t.~.t.d. whn t11c rn;ilut-ials came 
frorn. who they wert. dzsigncd to bcneill. which work groups were to 
perform thc task of repuiritic t11c d;irna~c.cl school. and who had 



spohcn with  he RNPP in ~ h t :  Iirsi placc. By :hc cnd 31- rhc meeling. 
cii<uu<c.ion of ihis lack of delailcd information crystiillizcd inlo Lhc 
IbIlou.ing s e l  of unwritten guidelines to be followcd bq ~ h c  joliotinlona 
prosiacnt, vico-president, and lreasurcr : 11; whcncver RNPP- 
,f(lkonulonn mectings take placc, all fokonolonu membcrs must rcccivc 
~dimancc nolificarion to ensure Lhe full participation of intcrcsred 
mcmbrlrs; 121 iP any agrcemenrs are madc within such a mccting, all 
inlcrcsrcd rncrnbers must have full access lo  he spccific derails of the 
ayccmenl :  and j 31 any projecls rcsulling from RNPP-tcrnana 
aprccmenls must bo assigned 10 thc appropriate work grnup. 

In seeking guidelines for fulure relalions with ~ h c  Park Project, 
fokontans members were also challenging Sambinorn dominance. A 
broad rangc of the rnccring's participants suspected that upon salling 
thc rnelal roofing shccts. Samucl was fun;~aling the cash to the 
Snrnbinoro mpanjuka (his wife's fathcr). Although Koto's actions 
were sccn 3s k i n g  based on moe individudisr grounds (most knew 
r h a ~  in cooperating with thc Sambinoro. he was ensuring his position as 
vicc-prcsidcnr of the .fokontany). ~ h c y  were ultimately understood as 
bcing rcproductivc of Sambinoro power. 

RYPP need polilics havc, on rhe othfr hand. impscled thc 
.Amhndiaviavy fokonolona in a diffcrcnt dircction. I r o n i ~ a l l ~ ~ ,  thc 
intorprerivr differences between membcrs of thc iokonolona arc 
incrcasingly bcing mined in claiming assistance from the RYPP. The 
public arcna  hat is the Jukonolonu has broadened considerably to 
indudc previously unheard voices. Ir is here that the spccch prscrices 
(>I' uomcn are having the grcalcst affect. A1 thc 1994 mccting, Lala's 
chsllcnge to borh individualism and Sambinort) privilege served as a 
powcrful examplc to many gmups within the fukontnnj. The 
imporranc:: or rhis cxamplc should not be undcrestirnatcd. Sincc rhc 
1994 mecling, the region's poorest women have hecomc increasingly 
vnc:d at fokonolona rnectinps. Eldcrly widows, women from families 
w i ~ h  Iitllc acccss to kn i l c  land, and the wivcs and daughters of disabled 
incn are 311 calling aucntion to rhcir diffcrcncc in vcry bold styles. 
Women of non-Tanala iden~ilication, who, in the past wcrc largcly 
cxcluded f-rom Ambodiaviavy .fijkonolona decisions art: also using 
thcir own particular histories and abilities to eniorcc a tendency Loward 
specificity in need inrcrpretations. These intcresrs arc now beginning 
ro solidify into such associations as women's cooperativus and women's 
health groups. Such associations host spocific idioms, narrative ayles, 
and paradigms of argumcnta~ion that offer women influential points 
of identification. 



Conclusion 

By way of conclusion wc might cxplorc ~ h c  liin~rs of rhc 
preceding analysis of the Arnbodiaviavy foknnolovln mceligg for thc 
directions rhcy hold in charting f u m e  study. Firsr, the analysis was 
rcs~ricled to the fokontiiny of Arnbodiaviavy onl), m d  considered data 
from rhe relalively short pcriod of two yai-s. Rc:;:r-lrch in other 
communities participaring in the RYPP n?Ighl indicste whether thosc 
changcs ir! the fokonolona obscmcd in Arnbodisviav) are o c c ~ r r i n g  
clscwhcrc. Also of  inrcrcst would be a study rhnt followed  he 
cvolulion of thesc highly unsrablc changes ir: thc council lhrough 
m c .  Wc saw lhat  he rcaction by the -4mbodial i r t q  .,tokon:iloaa lo [he 
KNPP's universalistic approach lo assislancs zr:lai!zl: ch:illsnges tr: 
Ssmbinoro hegcmony in rtle Jokonrdny. Shifis in relations nf- 
domination and subordination in .4mbodir-iviavy havc rnarkcd!~  
croded ~ h c  ability 01' the Samb~noro LO claim ancesrral righis to iand 
within rhc Park (an cffort that mighr havc ascistcd A1 rcsidcn~c to res: 
~oniroi  of' their iuturcs from RNPP plsnncrsj. .r\ ilnit'lcd rro:~i seeklry 
land noh cnzloseli within rhc Park no Iongcr cxisls in .4rnbodiaviavq. 
This is not to rulc out, howcver. the possibiliry ~ h a l  new alliances ~ i i !  
form in [his struggle. As I \hi% leaving Rmomafana, a group of thc 
icgion's mpanjuka had aircady held numerous formal ant! informs1 
discussions on how best to forward thcir nccd iar more tmy iand. Tr is 
m y  guess t h a ~  in the RNPP rcgion thc v c y  rnndcrn lension beiween 
slrivings for univcrsat empowerment and  he pluralist paths roward this 
goal will only deepen in thc ycars ro comc. 
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.A BSTRAC'I' 

Irr .;p~,i.uh cornmunitic.; th;-ouphout Madag~war. mcn and women are understood 
lo passcss thclr own unique s w c h  ctylcs. Nowhcrc do thc differences in thcsi. 
srylcs m&c a morc chmattc appmmcc than in omlorical discourse, nr &r>-. - 
I wo ol rhc more important rolcs women hold in kabary performances ~nvolkc IIIC 
rcpxation of breakdown in men's oralorical exchanges and the confrontalion of 
anti-social actions. Although anal yscs cxisl of thc emergence of these roles from 
,;pwli-ic sociohis~orical cont:xls, the productivity of worncn's discourse styles - 
 ha^ is. how women's speech pracricc in turn shapcs hz institutions from which 
I !  emerges and provides gmunds I'or rhc development of novel gender idenblics - 

remains rclalivcly unrxplord.  In an attempt to fill thls gap, thc prcscnt artiolc 
ccntcrs upon the k n h u r ~  pcriornianccs constituting a panic,ular viliagc council 
~fnkor?olona) rnccting i n  the southeast of ~c island. 'Thc s p m h  pmclice of one 
wr:man is forcpundcd as mdiat lng a sct ol cornplcx .;~uggics ovcr land and 
!:tlujr now occumng at Ihe border of nnc nl- hlxIagascar's I x g c s ~  national parks. 



Dillis t011t.e~ Its ~o~~i~i iu t l ica t rons  sociales oriiles h trivers Mad;~_ri~scar. les 
homlnes et les fernmcs possecient leut- 111-opre ~ t y l c  oratoi~-c, Nulte part ;iillel~ts, 
on nt. ~wut  d&celer cetle difly~encc quc dan\ Ics discour\ ora1oi1-cs, colnlne Ic 
Anhtrr:~. ilct~x dc\ ~d lcs  Icc, plus i~liporl:uil~ .joub\ par 1ch rcnllncs Ir~rs dm 
pcrf~orn~i~nccs d r s  k c r h r ~ ~ ; ~  iiilpliq~~cril /;I 1-6l);il-atiou dcs irnpi~sscs ci?t:cs pal. Ics 
C:ch;t~lyth L'IIII-T 125 I ~ O I I I I I I L ' S  t t  la conSi.untatiu~~ des actes ;~~lt~-qoci;lux. C)rl prut 
rtIIcorltlAtr (ICS analyses sur I'dmei.grnce rir: ces rciles dins drs cotitcxtes 
juciuhisiu~~iqurs spicitiqurs. mnic la pt-oductivitP dcs styles de ciiscours dcs 
k n ~ m e s  - c'est-3-dire, colnrnent Irs tiiacou~-s dc.5 fcmmcs far;otincnt cn I-ctoul- lcs 
institutio~~s pat  le~que[lrs i l n  writ appat-usct fo~~rn~r;\cnt  dcs h s c ~  poul- u11 
Iluu\,e;iu d2veluppement ci'identitbs sill- l i .  ?CHI-c - rcstc rclalivomcn~ incxp[o~-ic. 
Foul 1.~11q)Iir ce vidrl. le present iilticle se concenlrc s~rr Ics pc1-li>1-11-1ancea cL. 
krlwr? 101,s d'uno ~.iuniun ck conseil villageui~ ( J i ) L o ~ ~ ( d o t r t / )  tian5 le Sud-131 cL. 
hIad;~;i. IScilr. 

La lA6union t n  cluestion s'est tenue dans le village ci'Aml-roduaviavy. 
L'assistance h i t  cumposke 110~1. la plupart par cies meinbres [it. la terre anuestralu 
~ ~ r ~ t ~ i t ; r ~ ~ - r r : r r r r r r )  des Sambinotn. region ~.&ct.niment auui~pi~rk ~ : I I -  I' Pxc Nationiil dc 
flanomafana et con';fitu:unt un aspcct i~nportan~ pour sc 1-cpl-tduil-c en t;111l qilc 
Samhilanu -1'anala. 

Ixs  ~rappol~s unll-c Icc, gdranls du Pdrc d ~ '  Rarl~matinii t i  1c.s Sii~nhinoro s t  
l iinitont, cn  inajuu~u p:~rlic.. dan\ Ic udlv d'un proFi~rrrnlnt. dc coi~scrvnlion- 
dd\:cbppcnrnt (ICDP!. Les ICDPs son(. en ginkral. interventionnistrts &ins 
leurs apprmbes i la conservation : le prouesws de conservation i~nplique le 
"diveloppement" de I:I populalion rAidcnlo qui. dims sr)n c r f o ~ ~  du sc rcp~rduirc 
e n  tant quc uornin~~ni~utC. rnc~ lac~  I'oxislcnc'c dt' ~ ' ~ C O S ~ S ~ P I Y I L '  clClirriitC. Le 
discotlrs dd~~cloppun~ui~talis~c du P ~ I X  National delinil: stmtCgiquernent Ia pratique 
liinala du du '-culture hill- hrilis" cl ajjo~itc quc c'cst i la fois u n  rnoycn "non- 
vi:~hlc" poul- Ia sati\faction dus "hcsoins dc bast" ainsi que la principale rncnace 
dcs rchsoui-cca cIv la rcgioll. Lcs inrtrucntiuns dt '*(Ikveloppernent" autour dl1 Fnrc 
w r i t  tlonc poiir la plt~parl ccnlrbcs sur In suppression dz I'extension du rtl\,y en 
nidant l e s  residents T;tnala 3 mieus exploiter la valeur con~merci;~le de la fc7tPt 
pour smisthire Ics nouvcnux besoins conskquents 3 la pelte de Izur terre. 

Ainsi. tlep~iis la CI-kntion du Parc. In  repr.duction des relations souiales 
d',I~nborlin~ iuvy. p;Ir I F  hiais rlcs ~~kunions du , { i ) X - r ) t ~ c ~ l o r ~ c r  (eti rni.lne temps qtr 
ICS ~ ~ F ~ ' C ) I ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ C C S  or~toi~-ch ICS ~01ililiiui111t) 05t IIC plus en plus l i k  i une poli~ique 
plus L-rcrlduc d'interprdtatio~i dcs besoil~s. D;~ns crt arlizle, on voit que 1;i pi.;~tiquc 
(ill d i ~ ~ o ~ l r s  p;~r unr te m me d' A tnhod~avial y set-t rle ~nodkrateur ( mt;riiatzt~l.) pour 
1111 enaclnhlc dc uhanyt.~nt.~~ts sociar~x I-apidec t.1 con-lplcxcs (sut-toill cn uc qui 
crmccrnc Ics I-appol-1s dc gcnl-c). I j u  uc Irli~. I ' a~~ic lc  pl-istn~c unu L ~ I ~ I I - I C  discussion 
u~-i~irli~c. du  la ~ioliori tlc "I 'UITII I IL '  IIIIII~;IUIIC". 



Sumr, tnatli1n:l ny  f o m h ~  ~ : I I I L ~ ; L ~ ~ ; I I - ~ I I ~ - I ~ . ~ ~ I I ~  ny l eh i l ;~ l~y  sy ny v z h i \ . a ~ y  
arni~l'il,co foLo c to b1~d;iy;isi LUI-a. T>> hi t;l ;~t~c'fli i731iy f;~ll:i\:~~nil~:~f:~~i:~ i7i11iy L I ~ I  

tsy co amiti 'ny l i ~ l i ; ~ ~ c n y  toy ny k;lh;iry ih:~liy. Al!i;~ra rrla Ichihc !to ra is i~l ' r~y 
\,ell i\-a\:? c o  amil-r'io FC~I~II . !  rly kahor), in. di:i ny f a n i u - c n ; ~ ~ ~ ; ~  L o r u ~ ~ r a r ~ a  \ okntry TI\: 

l'il';imalii~n'i~y Icl~ilaliy. 5) TI! t'an:ltrchana il-co liticrsiha ~ n i l a ~ l o h i t r a  atnin'ny 
f i ; i r ; i l ~ i i ~ ~ i o ~ ~ i r ~ : ~ ,  1 Ji1i1 ~z i j f i y  eo LI ti1 i11'1i~ L ~ ~ i ~ l i ~ ~ i t ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~  I I ~  L:I\ i~t~,:i ~ i ~ ~ a ~ ~ t s i ~ s i ~ r i y  
tii1~111:;i IC(I  : I I ~ ~ ~ I I ' I I ~  ~ : I I J L I I . ~ I I ~ ' I ~ ~  ~ . ~ ~ I I - : ! ~ I : L I T I ~ I I ~ I I ~ I .  s i l i ~ ~ ~ y  t ~ y  te11:l 1i1 11jiit1'i r e t~ )  
]'ilci~cni!n'r~\: \ c l l i v a \ , ~  il,clly. i7.:11iy t ~ c l c .  1 1 ~  Iilmb:i nilnnr.en:lny t~! to?-j;r\:~tr.a tea 

iuiii~l'n! scllat1.a ~ ~ ~ t ~ a t ~ p : l n y  sy ny n iuuc .~ i - i~ t~ :~ r~ j~  fotorl . ;~ vnovao h~:li t i~an! i n d ~ ; ~ ~  
dia ~ r l t ~ o l a  11is)- llijcr) Ioa11-:1. KO,I 11: ~ ~ I I ~ I L ' I I U ~ I I I : ~  ti) h31i~:i t'o i117iin'i7;11>y 
as;tn8lly Lai>itl.y iz;i11y TIO k e ~ i ( l r c ~ i ' i ~ y  ~ ; I ~ I ; I I S ~ > I , : I ~ I , ~ I  tty. LII-y 111, f i ~ ~ o ~ - i a ~ i i - l > o k o ~ ~ o [ o ~ i : i  
(at) ~ l n i n ' n y  ta~~ i inau '~ l tnhnd i ;~ i - i ;~vy  at) a ~ i ~ i ~ i ' i l y  t n ~ ~ i t ~ . ; ~  i~ tc i lno  :~tsinikn:~ti'tiy So\!. 
110 lli~1ilI~~111;~. 

\ , ' ~ t -y  t;to l ; ~ i i ~ i ~ i ' i ~ i t j  11s S : ~ ~ i i l ~ i t i o ~ - o  I O I ~ ~ ~ O I ~ - I : ~ I \ ~ I I ~ I . ; I L . : I I I ' I ~ !  t-:l~,it~.n i7:1y 
t~or ;~is i l~ ; i  110 \:i~lsi~-~i:~\ a t ) o a l ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i i - ~ ~ i r c ~ i e ~ t ; ~  ;to R ~ I ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ I L I I I ~ I .  

Voafclrii c n  alnit i ' t~y tetiko a\o "fi;lr-ovar~n sy f;~rnpancirclroalia" ny 
f i fandl -a ism~' l~> S;itnbinul.o sy ny rnpi;unclr-~ihit~.a I 1;1) villa i~ ln i  ti-dl-y xareo irttcl. I-ty 
hoc "Tra~-u\:an;j" d i ; ~  ts! rti:iinhy ;u-r~pi:~nl~irl ;~ alni n'n y "farnp~ndl-osr~an3" i ~ y  
m p m ~ i n a  eo an-toer.anil 17aq 11evc1-ina fu ~llct! hatli mha  I J ~  ton to  lo ln i~nodidin;~  n y  
firo~rtboan'n y isany. A m b ~ r a n - d ~ y  ~ i 1 1 . c ~  'j1.y f ' ; ~  I I ~  fo17i b:inqny .L~li;~la ~n i~n l t , o ly  
viir? an-tnvy dtil ~-n;lnimhn ny ;1I;1 i ~ i i ) '  ha~.eu ' t~y k ~ ~ - i t a n y .  sad? tsy r n a h m i ~ ; ~  rly 
fi v e l o m ; i t ~ ' t i ~  o Icmn ~ I ~ O I - Y .  N o t ~ o  iz;iny ny tt.t I k ; ~  nn~in'ny "Lin~parid~~nso;li~ii" atao 
dia tnikctidl-y ind~indra  11 y fiimet.:ln3 ny f i ta iar~ ' r~y tavy. 15 rniltiampy k o ~  n y 
niponins hithay hi trar~dtnka ny a13 ho w11-in'lly Litid;ioz;~r~y ny tanindra7any. 

Koa hat~.nlnin'ny niat~tic>han'~-ty Vala. ny fif i indnisnn;~ ara-pia~-ah;unoni~la 
/ \ rnhodia \ ia \~y (SF ny loliatc1-1y siunihafa ao ar~;~t i r iy)  dia r n i f ~ l n a ~ o ~ r u  iiinir~'n\: 
tcliha sy fihc\cri lr~a iz;~? filan'ny r l l r~n i~ ,  rlscho~l'ny Iah:it~or;ltra fa ny lalii~lcnirl'rly 
\ -chi \ ,a /y  irny ao Atnhociiaviavy. din mp~ne lane l ana  lalina s\: mpand;irlli~i;!. 
indri11dr.a cu alt l ir~ 'ny tifiindt.;li';:~~~'n 111pial.a-rnonit1a. 

Eo a t i~ -pa tn i l~~a t~a r~a  ciia ni i h y  acly hc! irra i~l.oson'n! ~iil>anr>r:~t~-:~ ~ I O I - ~ I  h;~ rly 
iilic\ ct.t.na n y  "vehiv;ivy n ~ a  lagasy". 




